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King’s Daughters 
Organization 

oriented grants and a 
wide range of personal 
volunteering, Progress 
Circle continued their 
spectacular annual lunch-
eon, fashion show and 
silent auction.  

Last year several mem-
bers of other circles 
pitched in, expanding the 
tradition of this fabulous, 
fun event. Your Board of 
Directors has asked that 
we continue to live our 

What a great choice of 
event title for this year’s 
spectacular! Living im-
plies growth and devel-
opment, as opposed to 
giving up and dying. Af-
ter more than a century, 
the Legacy of King’s 
Daughters continues to 
expand into exciting 
realms with our new mis-
sion.  

We are now focused on 
two goals to support 
that growth: 1) adding 

regularly to our endow-
ment fund and 2) in-
creasing our member-
ship. 

As the organizer and 
host for the largest 
King's Daughters fund-
raiser, Progress Circle 
traditionally raised the 
most funds for operating 
the Home and support-
ing our ladies. With the 
advent of our new mis-
sion of serving the eld-
erly with community-
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Take a break from your usual 
lunch routine!  Skip the fast 
food, and come for refresh-
ments, friends, and the relation-
ships that sustain us!   

The Meet and Greet date for 
this year has been set for Thurs-
day, October 8, from 11:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Stop by to 
meet women from other Circles, 
and give prospective members 
an opportunity to meet you and 
find out more about our organi-
zation.    

This is the second year we have 
hosted this event, and the posi-
tive feedback from last year let 
us know that this was a great 
way to connect with other Cir-
cles and let our guests find out 
about the activities we support 
and our role in the community. 
Our hostess this year is Teresa 
McElwee at 2005 Maryknoll in 
Springfield.  

Mark your calendar and plan to 
bring a friend (prospective 
member) along! 

Meet and Greet by Lisa Metzger, Margaret Garfield Circle  

by Posy Flatt, Margaret Garfield Circle  

 
This year’s  

Meet and Greet 
 

Thursday 

October 8, 2009 

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
 

2005 Maryknoll         
Springfield, IL 

 

Plan to come and               
bring a friend! 

... continued on Page 4 



PAGE 2 KING’S DAUGHTERS ORGANIZATION 

Officers 

Cathy Schwartz 
     President 
Sue Shevlin 
     1st Vice President 
Maryann Walker 
     2nd Vice President 
Barbara Archer 
     Secretary 
Brenda Staab 
     Treasurer 
Lisa Metzger 
     Assistant Secretary 
Diana Dedrick 
     Assistant Treasurer 

Board of Directors 

Barbara Archer 
Karen Barber 
Susan Beard 
Mary Lou Booker 
Barbara Burris 
Sally Cadagin 
Kim Collins 
Pat Cross 
Ann Davis 
Diana Dedrick 
Naomi Fowler 
Donna Grove 
Jeannie Madden 
Lisa Metzger 
Joanne Roderick 
Maureen Schaaf 
Cathy Schwartz 
Sue Shevlin 
Nancy Simpson 
Brenda Staab 
Carolyn Stone 
Maryann Walker 
Sharon Zook 

It is amaz-
ing how 
quickly time 
flies! Here 
we are, an-
other sum-
mer passed, 
and time to 
begin an-
other KDO 
year. The 

depth and the width of this group 
are as substantial as a giant oak.  

The history and the 
shoes in which we walk 
are sturdy and seem to 
continue to walk the 
path that is worn from 
so many passing before 
us. We have been 
handed something not 
many get to experience; 
the commitment to this 
community that was 
started so many years 
ago and continues in this present 
group of women. 

As we begin this 2009/2010 year, 
let’s all look at ourselves and our 
place in our Circles.  This organiza-
tion needs so many different talents 
and each of us, at different times in 
our lives, have different things to 
offer.  

Let’s look forward to this year as 
being a recommitment; with each of 
us finding our niche and playing a 
part in helping to nurture this or-
ganization into its next phase. 

This year’s Progress Circle Benefit 

is something not to miss, with a lot 
of the things we love and some new 
faces added in the mix. I so hope all 
will attend and bring some new 
friends to experience a little of the 
camaraderie and good works of our 
group. 

Also, the Meet and Greet we have 
scheduled this year is another place 
to connect with other members of 
our own Circles as well as other Cir-
cles and introduce some possible 
members to what the King’s Daugh-

ters Organization is all 
about. Invite a friend 
and come and recon-
nect with members at 
this year’s Meet and 
Greet on Thursday, Oc-
tober 8th at Teresa 
McElwee’s house. I 
hope to see you there! 

We have been through a 
re-organization and 

now we can all settle into a stabilized 
presence in our community, which 
comes at such a vital time.  

Please let me know how you are 
feeling about the path KDO is tak-
ing, and if you have any ideas, throw 
them in the hat.  

Now is the time to look into the fu-
ture and see what your part might 
be; open arms are waiting!  

Take a moment to check out the 
website: www.sccf.us and click on 
King’s Daughters Organization. We 
have updated it and would love any 
comments or criticisms.   

A Letter from the President  

“THIS ORGANIZATION 

NEEDS SO MANY 

DIFFERENT TALENTS 

AND EACH OF US, AT 

DIFFERENT TIMES IN 

OUR LIVES, HAVE 

DIFFERENT THINGS  

TO OFFER.”  

by Cathy Schwartz, Mary H. Blackstock Circle  
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And what are those volunteer 
sheets for? 

“Our Circles of Friendship are 
committed to the support and 
well being of  the elderly in our 
community.” 

KDO members have historically 
and continue to volunteer in the 
community with such things as 
bingo, Coral Coats, Daily Bread 
delivery, Meals on Wheels, Per-
sonal Shopper, Third Age Living, 
and visiting with KD ladies.  

Speaking from experience, there 
is a very rewarding feeling that 
you get when you make a differ-
ence in someone’s life. There are 

others who volunteer their time 
with KDO Progress Circle Bene-
fit, help with mailing out our 
newsletter, newsletter writers and 
organizers, and those who serve 
on the KDO Executive Board 
and the Board of Directors.   

Many hours are spent by 
our members to help give 
back to our community 
and to help our organiza-
tion run smoothly. The 
community has no idea 
how much our KDO 
members do to give back 
to Springfield. 
We are going 
to try and 
remedy that 
by recording 
the amount of 
time we 
spend volun-

teering in the commu-
nity.  

The volunteer sheet 
(partial sample shown 
below) was created so 
we can keep track of 

the time spent volunteering.    

All this information is to be re-
ported back to your Circle 
Leader, or the person delegated 
by the Leader, so the Circles can 
keep track of the amount of ser-
vice.   If you have any questions, 
please check with your Circle 
Leader, or feel free to call me.     

Next May, when we make our 
grant announcement, we will also 
announce the amount of service 
and “in kind donations” we have 
made to Springfield. Hopefully, 
this will stimulate others to get 
involved and help to spread the 
“mission” of King’s Daughters 
Organization. 

So, in closing, all members wear 
your KDO badges with pride 
when volunteering in the com-
munity!  KDO is alive and doing 
well in Springfield, and it is be-
cause of our members that we 
will continue to thrive.  

Why We Volunteer by Sue Shevlin, Progress Circle 

 DATE VOLUNTEER SERVICE TIME SPENT “IN KIND” DONATION MONETARY VALUE 

          
     

Nadine Neumeister (Margaret Gar-
field Circle) makes a Daily Bread 
delivery for Senior Services of Cen-
tral Illinois.  

Fair Hills Residents and Progress Circle  
members enjoying Ed Clark on piano with  
a sing-along in August.  

Ed Clark speaking at Fair Hills after finishing a  
wonderful piano performance before cookies and 
lemonade. Storm sirens blaring did not phase the 
residents!   



a good table for the luncheon, 
come early and bring your pay-
ment. Bring items for the silent 
auction and the bazaar – a fa-
vorite feature every year and a 
large portion of the benefit’s 
profit.  

Tickets can be purchased later 
from Diana Dedrick (529-5907) 
and will also be available at the 
September Board Meeting.  
Reservations are required. 

The silent auction categories 
which have always done well 
(and let you have a good clear-
out): 

• For the table: china, crystal, 
silver and fine linens 

• Antiques 

• Jewelry 

Popular bazaar items, those 
which are sold directly, usually 
of less value than auction items, 
would include:  

• Baked goods sell like hot 
cakes, pun intended. (On 

legacy with full participation of 
all our Circles of Friendship. So 
the organization of the event has 
changed, with chairs, co-chairs 
and committee members from 
nearly every Circle.   

Here’s how we hope each mem-
ber will participate in the event 
in some way. 

• Support the event by attend-
ing for $25 ($5 is tax de-
ductible – IRS 501(c) 3). 

• Bring friends who are poten-
tial new members. This will 
also help us grow. 

• Get together with a friend, 
buy a table of 10 and bring 
friends! 

• Ask your spouse to buy tick-
ets for deserving gals in the 
office. 

• Find a committee you’d like 
to work on. Make new 
KDO friends this way.     
Call Babs Dickerman for the 
list of committee chairs at 
529-2523. 

• Speak with business people 
you know about donating 
items for the auction. 

• A BIGGIE! Even if you 
don't sign up for a commit-
tee, help the day of the event 
at the overwhelming bazaar. 
Many hands are needed! 

Where and when do you get 
tickets? Donna Jean Gibney will 
host a Collection Coffee at her 
lovely home on September 8 
from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. To get 

9/8 just tell us what you’ll    
bring, or call Nancy Segatto 
any time, 529-5789.)  

• Home or office décor 

• Jewelry 

• Holiday and craft items 

If you have items to donate for 
either the silent auction or the 
bazaar, but can't come to the 
Collection Coffee, contact 
Donna Jean (546-0684) and she 
will put you in touch with the 
appropriate committee chair for 
you to make other arrange-
ments.   

On the day of the luncheon, 
help at the bazaar if you possi-
bly can. Bring cash or your 
check book; temptation will 
overwhelm you. Introduce the 
friend(s) you brought to other 
members. Talk to prospective 
members you meet about what 
you like about being in KDO. 
And ENJOY, ENJOY, EN-
JOY!! 

“Living the Legacy”… continued from Page 1 

PAGE 4 KING’S DAUGHTERS ORGANIZATION 

Put these dates in your calendar: 
Tuesday, September 8   
Collection & Ticket Purchase Coffee  
    9:00 to 11:00 a.m.       Donna Jean Gibney’s Home    
    808 Fairfax Court  
Monday, October 26  
Progress Circle Benefit   “LIVING THE LEGACY” 
 10:00    Delivery of baked goods 

10:30 a.m.  Opening of Bazaar & Auction 
12:00 noon  Luncheon and Fashion Show 
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Zook Looks - And Listens  

Paula Ryan (Mary H. Blackstock) 
with Joy Beath (KDO lady) at the 
Fair Hills Residence.     

The Springfield Showstoppers (sponsored by Mary H. Blackstock) 
entertain the residents of Fair Hills Residence in July.  

There’s a special quietude about 
Sharon Zook. In meetings she 
seldom speaks unless being 
asked. Instead, she listens 
thoughtfully while observing oth-
ers.  

When you talk with her one-on-
one she’s softly and fluently ar-
ticulate. The lovely home in the 
country which she shares with 
Elvin - she calls him El - reflects 
this same quality of serenity. 

Perhaps these qualities were en-
gendered while growing up in a 
very small town in northeast 
Indiana, then living in other 
places where her engineer father 
found better-paying positions. 
Mom was a nurse, possibly the 
most caring profession, who put 
her stamp on Sharon. Manchester 
College in North Manchester, 
Indiana is where she met El who 
was two years ahead of her. After 
they married she taught math to 
grades seven, eight and nine in a 
consolidated school - another 
caring profession - and loved it. 

Life’s circumstances certainly 
seem to have influenced her deci-
sions as administrator of a private 
charitable fund. As an exception-
ally loyal King’s Daughter, she is 
a regular donor to our SCCF - 
KDO Fund through memorials 
for friends, KDO members or 
others. (Thank you, Sharon.)  Al-
though she has no boundaries as 
specific as KDO’s mission - sup-
port of the elderly in our commu-
nity - her decisions on other fund 
distributions are heavily influ-
enced toward good health and 
education, especially for women, 
based on her firm belief that 
those factors “help individuals 
lead a better life.” 

With her reputation for generos-
ity, Sharon is bombarded with 
requests for donations. Without a 
specific grant process, she han-
dles phone solicitations and re-
quests for personal interviews by 
refusing to commit at the first 
request. Instead, if the cause is 
one which is at all within her in-

terests, she politely insists on re-
ceiving written materials which 
she commits to reading - and she 
does. If a request is of no interest 
to either El or Sharon, it is turned 
down. Most of her decisions are 
for support in our community, 
but occasionally some interna-
tional effort touches her heart. 
Each final decision is based on 
her interests, with emphasis on 
the organization’s reputation for 
careful administration of funds 
for fulfilling its stated goals and 
uses.  

Most of El’s and Sharon’s sup-
port from their joint funds goes 
to their church and to Manches-
ter College (a new science cen-
ter).  You may have read of their 
recent contribution to SIU 
School of Medicine’s Plastic Sur-
gery Division’s Endowed Chair 
for support of residents and spe-
cial programs. Again, a commit-
ment to making others’ lives bet-
ter. 

by Posy Flatt, Margaret Garfield Circle  



connecting with job sources.  

Helping elders become self-
sufficient boosts their self-
respect and means that our 
funds are used wisely, in a way 
that can help the largest number 

This year’s Grants Commit-
tee made a key decision at the 
beginning of deliberations: 
because of the difficult eco-
nomic situation, serve elders’ 
greatest immediate human 
needs.  

The Salvation Army is 
doing just that with our 
grant of $10,000. With 
so many people now 
out of work, the Salva-
tion Army has encoun-
tered a significant in-
crease in the number of 
individuals and families 
needing assistance.  

The funds we provided 
are used to help those 
ages 55 or older, the 
age group affected 
most during layoffs be-
cause they have much 
greater difficulty find-
ing other jobs.  

Their needs are very 
basic indeed: food, pre-
scriptions, clothing, 
housing, gas or bus 
money for work etc., 
and most of all, gainful 
employment. 

Do you know about 
the Army’s job assis-
tance efforts?  They 
provide computer and 
internet access and 
training, and personal 
email, both for learning 
computer skills and for 

of people in need. In other 
words, the Salvation Army ap-
proach is not an “entitlement 
program.” Rather, it encourages 
personal responsibility and the 
means to achieve independence.  

All funds are disbursed 
with careful controls to 
ensure they are used 
only for the intended 
legitimate need. 

“The Salvation Army, 
an international move-
ment, is an evangelical 
part of the universal 
Christian Church. Its 
message is based on the 
Bible. Its ministry is 
motivated by the love 
of God. Its mission is 
to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ and to 
meet human needs in 
His name without dis-
crimination.”  

This mission statement 
guides numerous activi-
ties besides the emer-
gency services KDO is 
supporting. There are 
activities and camps for 
children of various age 
groups, for women’s 
groups and men’s 
groups, as well as 
church services.  

The Army is well 
known for its drug and  

KDO Grants at Work  
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Susan Madison (Margaret Garfield) volunteers with the 
Daily Bread delivery program.  

by Posy Flatt, Margaret Garfield Circle  

... continued on Page 7 

KDO members learn how to use low vision equipment at 
Memorial Medical Center during a recent open house for 
the VisionWorks Program. 



alcohol re-
habilitation 
programs, 
offered at 
more than 
one level. 
Emphasis 
is on disci-
plined 
structure, 
monitoring, 
encourage-
ment and 
follow-up. 
They have 
a remark-
able rate of 
success. 

First im-
pressions 
are impor-
tant. When 
I arrived at 
the door a 
few min-
utes before 
opening 
time, I was 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

greeted with smiles and warm 
welcome before they knew who 
I was or why I was there.  

The officer with whom I had 
an appointment wasn’t immedi-
ately available, so when my mis-
sion was identified another per-
son stepped up to help me.  

There isn’t adequate space here 
to go into detail of their many 
programs, but after two hours 
of interviews with various offi-
cers, I came away very im-
pressed with their people, their 
objectives, their programs and 
their accomplishments.  

My first impression was not 
only confirmed; it was magni-
fied. Our grant dollars, as well 
as the coins and bills you put in 
the red buckets during the holi-
days, are put to very good use. 

KDO Grants at Work… continued from Page 6 
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In memory of Norma Jean Merz 
   by Diana & Mike Dedrick  
 
In memory of Paul Koch by 
   Marjorie Post Circle Circle 
 

Memorials 

 

In memory of Karen McCord by 
   Bitsy Reisch 
   Jack & Janice Butler 
 
In memory of Patricia Stericker   
   by Janice Butler 

Honorariums 

 
In honor of Lois Tillotson’s  
   Birthday by Mary A. Lawrence 

Circle 
 
In honor of Naomi Derosear’s 

Birthday by Mary A. Lawrence 
Circle 

Memorials, Honorariums and Gifts 

Memorial Medical Center’s VisionWorks program received a 
2008 grant from the King’s Daughters Organization Fund. 

Former residents of the King’s Daughters Home participate 
in activities at Fair Hills Residence. 
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Memorial and Honorariums 
Please send memorials and honorariums to: 

KDO 
One West Old State Capitol Plaza, Suite 816 

Springfield, IL 62701 

 

Making your estate plans? 
Including a charitable bequest to the King’s Daughters Organization  

in your will is a simple way to make 

 a lasting gift to your community.  
 

If you are considering an estate gift to KDO, planned gifts  

should be made for the benefit of:  

Sangamon County Community Foundation, Inc. – KDO Fund.   

For more information concerning a charitable planned gift, 

 please contact SCCF at 217-789-4431. 
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