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King’s Daughters 
Organization 

have the new brochure 
available that day. 

Refreshments will be 
yummy, prepared by the 
Membership Committee 
and the Executive Com-
mittee.  

A get-together has been 
scheduled for circle 
members, new members 
since the 2006 – 2007 
year, and prospective 
members to meet and 
become acquainted.  We 
learned from the circle 
wide reorganization 
meetings that when we 
actually knew members 
of other circles and not 
just names or faces, the 
camaraderie was a big 
plus for the organization.  

We hope all circle mem-
bers plan to attend and 

will encourage prospec-
tive members to join us 
for information, food, 
and camaraderie.   

Everyone will have the 
opportunity to learn a 
little more in short form 
- no long speeches - 
about our organization 
and its history.  For the 
last few years many new 
members have indicated 
that they would like to 
know more about the 
organization.   

This gives them the op-
portunity.  We hope to 

Meet and Greet 

Inside this issue: 

Meet and Greet  1 

Letter from the President 2 

Annual Meeting 2 

Circle Meetings 3 

KDO Ladies 4 

Memorials & Gifts 7 

KDO Circle Activities 1 

All of the circles have been very 
active in our community.  The 
spirit of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas was alive and well 
among the Circles.  

They distinctly heard the call to 
give, when Senior Services Cen-
ter asked the community.  Free 
will offerings permitted our 
members to donate food and 
gifts for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas baskets to seniors.   

Mary A. Lawrence also took 
up a collection and donated 
canned meat products for the 
senior’s room at the Loami 

Food Pantry.  The Pantry was 
one of our grant recipients last 
year. 

In December, Progress Circle 
and Margaret Garfield Circle 
joined together for the Decem-
ber Activity at Fair Hills.  A 
Christmas social with traditional 
music, Christmas cookies, fresh 
fruit and vegetables, punch and 
a Christmas tree decorated with 
pictures of Fair Hills' residents, 
were all part of the activity and 
then we held Bingo.  There 
were 46 people in attendance 
and Christmas gifts were given 

to all who attended.  

A special thank you goes out to 
Jo Bunn and Karen Alexander 
who shopped for all the little 
treats in the Christmas goodie 
bags.  The residents are still 
thanking us for the party and 
the nice surprises in the “goodie 
bags”.  A good time was had by 
all.   

We hope this was the beginning 
of a new tradition for KDO, 
December Bingo as a special 
event for Fair Hills' residents.  

KDO Circle Activities  by Sue Shevlin 

... continued on Page 3 
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What a strange and wonderful year it 
has been!  Strange in the sense that so 
much is happening in our state, coun-
try and world.  It seems a sense of 
imbalance surrounds us.  Yet, at the 
last board meeting, we voted to con-
tinue to give $60,000 in grants to help 
enhance the lives of the elderly.   

During the membership meeting, it 
was noted that many of the circles 
have new members and plans are tak-
ing shape for a new member event on 
March 19th.  The PR committee has 
the initial format for a beautiful new 
KDO brochure to be ready soon.   

Hopefully, all know we received the 
award from the Association of Fund-
raising Professionals for the Out-
standing Civic Organization 
award.  One of our members, Polly 
Roesch, received the individual award 
for Outstanding Philanthropist.   

Donna Jean Gibney has agreed to co-
chair the King’s Daughters Organiza-
tion Progress Circle Benefit, now 
hosted by all of the circles, on Oc-
tober 26th (I hope you all put this on 
your calendars now!).  Members are 

stepping up to help with this, and 
members are out and all around town 
with the Daily Bread Program and 
Meals on Wheels, as well as visiting 
our “ladies”.   

The Christmas Bingo last month and 
monthly bingo is something that is so 
looked forward to at Fair Hills Home.  
I have been blessed to be a part of the 
Channel 4 Access Television program 
and interview recipients of last year’s 
grants and to hear about all of the 
wonderful successes they are having.  
The thank you’s I have received on 
KDO’s behalf are amazing, and as 
you will see in this issue our dona-
tions are substantially up.  Check out 
Channel 4 on Wednesdays at 6, 2, 
or 11, and you too can witness some 
of the good things happening on our 
behalf. 

So as we pray for a world so seem-
ingly out of balance, we can be thank-
ful for the longevity of this organiza-
tion.  The foresight of those that 
started this organization 120 years ago 
has allowed for so much good this 
year. 

A Letter from the President  

Annual Meeting - Come and 
Show our Grantees We all Care 
King’s Daughters Organization     
Annual Meeting will be May 11, 
2009, at noon at Westminster Presby-
terian Church.   

Directors need to purchase tickets for 
their circles at the March Board of 
Directors Meeting. 

 

Contact: Barbara Archer (Chair) at 
bjarcher1@sbcglobal.net or 546-
4809.   

Ticket price is $17.50. 

Mary A. Lawrence Circle is the host 
circle this year.  Circle Co-Chairs are 
June Paul and Jeanne Madden. 
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Circles are busy with on-going 
Mission work.  Margaret Gar-
field continues its Daily Bread 
deliveries every Friday.  Donna 
Jean Gibney can always use vol-
unteers to help fill up the Friday 
schedule.  If you have some time 
on Friday’s, give her a call.   

Mary A. Lawrence, Mary 
Blackstock, and Friendship 
Circle continue to deliver Meals 
on Wheels for Red Cross.  

Willing Circle has the activity 
for January, and they are planning 
an afternoon of fun for the Fair 
Hills residents.   

We all should say thank you to 
Nightingale Circle for mailing 
out our newsletters.  It’s nice to 
have a circle willing to give time 
to perform a tedious job.   

How great it is to have our Cir-
cles working together and doing 
such wonderful things for our 
community.  Continuing the 

KDO mission, “our circles of 
friendship committed to the sup-
port and well-being of the elderly 
in our community”, is very evi-
dent in our activities. 

The KDO Grant Committee for 
2008-2009 held its first meeting 
on Thursday, November 20th.  It 
was a meeting to talk and get to 
know our new Committee mem-
bers.  Jennifer Sublett was also in 
attendance, and we were able to 
look over the Guidelines for the 
Grant applicants, review and sign 
Conflict of Interest Statement, 
and sign Code of Ethics papers.   

There will be no meeting on Fri-
day, February 6th, instead it will 
be the day we can pick up forms 
at R.W. Troxell.  These forms will 
include Letters of Inquiry re-
ceived by the Sangamon County 
Community Foundation (SCCF) 
in KDO’s behalf.   

KDO Letters of Inquiry were 

posted on the SCCF website be-
ginning the first week in January.  
SCCF took care of publicity in-
cluding press releases, e-
newsletters to nonprofits, news-
letter announcements (4,500 cir-
culation) and the website.   

It was agreed that KDO would 
award $60,000 in Grants again 
this year at our Annual meeting 
in May.    

The Grant committee will hold 
its next meeting on Thursday, 
April 9th, at 9:00am at R.W. 
Troxell.  It will be a time to dis-
cuss the applications and make 
the final decisions.   

It is an exciting time to be part of 
an organization like KDO.  The 
grants distributed last year went 
to some very worthy programs 
for seniors.  This year, we hope 
to make differences in many 
more lives in our community.  

Circle Activities… continued from Page 1 

Friendship Circle -  1st Tuesday - noon - contact Jan Sullivan 546-7469. 

Grateful Daughters Circle - 1st Tuesday - noon - contact Joyce Freyder 546-2403. 

Margaret Garfield Circle - 1st Monday - noon - contact Teresa McElwee 793-6225. 

Marjorie Post Circle - 2nd Wednesday - noon - contact Lynn Culler 753-7926. 

Mary A. Lawrence Circle - 2nd Tuesday - noon - contact Jeanne Madden 726-7023. 

Mary H. Blackstock Circle - 1st Monday - noon - contact Kim Collins 523-2940. 

Nightingale Circle - 2nd Wednesday - noon - contact Lois Koenig 529-2280. 

Progress Circle - 3rd Wednesday - noon - contact Sue Shevlin 726-7164. 

Willing Circle - 1st Tuesday - contact Ferol Henry 753-2525.  

Circle Meetings 



dren of Harry Chester and Jua-
nita Hardin George.  They lived 
on McClernand Ave. and she 
went to Converse Grade School 
and Lanphier High School.  
When Lyle Coy transferred to 
Lanphier from Springfield High 
School, a friend challenged 
Betty to ask him to a dance.  
She did, and that was “IT”.  
They married at age 20 in 1942, 
shortly before Lyle joined the 
Marines. 

Their first child, Dennis, was 
born in 1943 and the others 
after World War II: Stephen in 
1947; Donna in 1959; Walter in 
1952; Tom in 1958.  They now 
live in Colorado, Wyoming, 
Florida, and Peoria.  During all 
this time, operating Coy’s Mar-

Betty Coy’s fun-loving person-
ality permeated the King’s 
Daughters Home from the time 
she moved there in 1996.  She 
participated in activities and 
made friends with residents, 
staff, and circle members.  She 
couldn’t be a stranger because so 
many recognized the name 
“Coy” from the business she 
and her husband operated at 4th 
and North Grand from the 
1940’s. 

It started as a watermelon and 
cantaloupe stand; it evolved to 
Coy’s Super Value Grocery 
Store, then to Coy’s Garden 
Center, eventually adding fenc-
ing by the time they retired in 
1990.  If you remember 
“SCHMOOS’ from the comic 
strip “Li’l Abner”, hear this.  
Betty’s husband Lyle looked at 
his squash in his market and 
started turning them into 
‘Schmoos”.  He marketed them 
all over the country and was fea-
tured in Life magazine, The New 
York Times, and many other pa-
pers.  Betty has clippings and 
pictures to prove it. 

Betty was the oldest of four chil-

ket was a family affair.  They 
were the first store in Spring-
field to have fresh baked goods 
on the premises.  Betty took a 
break in 1961 and started work-
ing at Federated Funeral Direc-
tors, supervising eight women 
until 1972.   

She and Lyle retired from the 
Market in 1989, leaving their 
son to run it.  By this time they 
sold mostly fencing. 

Betty doesn’t do anything by 
halves.  She always drove a Lin-
coln Town car, has fabulous 
jewelry, and a definite flair in 
her clothes.  Her children are 
her main hobby, but singing is 
her forte’, in school and church, 
currently Westside Christian 
Church.  On her birthday, No-
vember 6, 2008, she entertained 
at the Presbyterian Home with a 
near professional performance.   

Since the transition from KDH, 
she says she enjoys the atmos-
phere at Fair Hills, even though 
her room is down a very long 
hallway, farthest from the din-
ing room; but to Betty, this is 
“good exercise”.   

KDO Ladies 

Betty Coy – An Interesting Life - Barbara "Babs" Dickerman 

Betty Coy 
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tended a country school near 
the farm.  After high school, 
Velma lived with an aunt and 
uncle near Loraine, IL.  She at-
tended the Methodist Church, 
serving as its pianist.  Velma 
helped with the farm work: can-

Velma Elaine Sharrow was 
born in the family farm home, 
near Golden, IL, on February 
10, 1914, to Roy and Beulah 
Sharrow during a very bad 
snowstorm.  She and her 
younger brother and sister at-

ning produce, caring for the 
chickens, washing and ironing, 
tending the garden, piglets and 
hogs. 

Velma’s minister urged her to 

Velma Rodgers - Our Entertainer - Mary Larson 

... continued on Page 5 
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KDO Ladies 

She was the youngest of eight 
children - four boys and four 
girls.  Sadly, her mother passed 
away when she was only two 
and her father, a coal miner un-
able to work and care for the 
younger children, sent her and 
her brothers to an orphanage in 
Alton, Illinois, where she stayed 
for six months.  After the six 
months, her newly married sis-

ter, Rose, could no longer bear 
the heartache of saying goodbye 
to her baby sister at the end of 
their visits, so she and her hus-
band took Pat back to Spring-
field to live with them.   

When Pat was twenty-four, she 
married Leonard Holland, the 
“boy from down the street” 
whom she had met in kinder-

Kathryn “Pat” Holland (88), a 
self proclaimed “Northend girl” 
who lived on Black Avenue not 
too far from the King’s Daugh-
ters Home for most of her life, 
has been our lady since she 
moved into the Home in April 
of 2003.   

Pat was born in Springfield on 
August 29, 1920, the daughter 
of Patrick and Jane McGill.   

Pat Holland - Garfield’s Other Lady - Donna Jean Gibney 

Fairview and South Grand 
School.     

Reverend Rodgers died in 1983.  
Sometime later, Velma con-
tracted pneumonia and after 
hospitalization, moved into the 
King’s Daughters Home.  She 
recuperated nicely but decided 
to remain living at the Home.  
She has enjoyed comparatively 
good health ever since.  

Velma Sharrow Rodgers has 
been active in Daughters of the 

get a teaching degree at Macomb 
Teachers’ College.  Her first 
teaching position was where her 
aunt and uncle lived.  For trans-
portation, her uncle located a 
Chevy automobile that a young 
man leaving to serve in World 
War I had for sale.  Her salary 
was $100 per month for eight 
months.  

Velma met Reverend Austin 
Rodgers, a former Methodist 
minister, then working for the 
Chicago Branch of the Bureau 
of Adjudication Services.  
Though Reverend Rodgers was 
sixteen years her senior, they 
were very compatible.  They 
married in 1958 and Velma be-
came the stepmother to his five 
children and his fourteen grand-
children.  When the Chicago 
office of Adjudication Services 
moved to Springfield in 1961, 
the Rodgers’ moved to Spring-
field where Velma taught at 

American Revolution, Daugh-
ters of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War 1850-62, Colonial 
Dames, Daughters of War of 
1812, teaching Sunday School 
classes at Kumler Methodist, 
Mary Vienna/Esther Circle of 
King’s Daughters and the Re-
tired Teachers’ Association. 

Velma is less active now at 94 
years after suffering a light 
stroke some weeks ago.  How-
ever, she still shows remarkable 
dexterity in handling the books 
of music, which have been her 
companions for so many years. 

Though Velma insists that 
when she was young, she was 
an extremely shy person, it is 
hard to believe that she was 
ever reticent.  Her ease in meet-
ing and talking with people is 
symbolic of her many years of 
working with students and par-
ents who love music and scho-
lastic endeavors.   

Velma Rodgers… continued from Page 4 
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Velma Rodgers 



difficult part of the move was 
leaving her little dog, Fluffy, 
behind.  Fortunately, Patricia 
and her hus-
band adopted 
Fluffy, allowing 
Pat to continue 
to visit or be 
visited by 
Fluffy, both at 
KDH and at 
Fair Hills.   

Pat has settled 
in happily at 
Fair Hills Resi-
dence and en-
joys continuing 
the Margaret 
Garfield Bingo tradition as well 
as gathering with other resi-
dents after supper to play cards 
… rummy, not bridge!   

garten.  Pat stayed home to raise 
their three daughters, Donna, 
Patricia, and Linda, while Leo-
nard worked for Allis-Chalmers, 
where he was employed for 
forty-five years.  

Leonard was diagnosed with 
cancer prior to their fiftieth an-
niversary.  At that point, his goal 
in life became to live to celebrate 
their anniversary on a family 
cruise with Pat, their daughters, 
and their son-in-laws.  Happily, 
he was able to reach this goal; 
sadly, he passed away six 
months later.   

Pat managed on her own for 
eight years before moving into 
the King’s Daughters Home.  
She was tired of cooking, clean-
ing, and living on her own.  A 

Pat is fortunate to have all three 
of her daughters living in 
Springfield, making it possible 

for them to see each 
other regularly.  Pat 
also has six grand-
children and six 
great grandchildren.  
One of her grand-
sons now lives in her 
and Leonard’s old 
home … a wonder-
ful way to maintain 
family history.   

While Pat does not 
go on as many ex-
cursions with the 

circle as she did origi-
nally, we always thoroughly en-
joy our visits with her at Fair 
Hills. 

KDO Ladies 

suming nature were (and still 
are) points of enjoyment for us 
during visits.  She has adjusted 
very well to her new home in 
the country, aptly named  
“Mary Lou’s Country Abode” 
in Buffalo, IL, Friendship Circle 
member, Cindy Lash, shared. 

This article is written largely 
from our memories.  In Sep-
tember, several members of 
Friendship Circle celebrated her 
97th birthday with her!  Ann was 
88 years young when she 
moved into the KDH.  She 
never intended to stay there, 

Even though Ann’s ability to 
remember many of the things 
about her time at the King’s 
Daughters Home has dimin-
ished, our circle members re-
member her fondly and often 
prompt her to laughter just by 
telling “stories” about her … to 
her!   

The first day I met Ann Banich, 
she was 88 but REFUSED to 
admit that to people.  She identi-
fied her age as simply:  ‘I’m two 
44’s’ … we still chuckle about 
that and she heartily laughs with 
us.  Ann’s quick wit and unas-

always holding onto the dream 
of returning to her home(s) on 
Springfield’s Northside.  Her 
houses remain just as she left 
them.   

Ann Banich was born on Sep-
tember 28, 1911, in a neighbor-
hood just a few blocks from the 
Home.  She was always proud 
of her Northend “heritage”.  
She attended St. Joseph Grade 
School and Ursuline Academy, 
as did my children, which 
pleased Ann very much.  One 
of her favorite things to share 

Pat Holland… continued from Page 5 
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... continued on Page 7 

Ann Banich - Maryann Walker 

Kathryn “Pat” Holland 



with her father after her mother 
passed away.   

Ann had a huge vegetable gar-
den and lovely flowerbeds.  My 
brother-in-law grew up close to 
Ann.  He and his brothers 
spoke of afternoons spent 
“hanging out” with Ann.   

She was also a favorite aunt to 

with people was the life lesson 
she received from Sr. Cordelia, 
“It’s all out there just waiting 
for you to discover it.”  An-
other of her favorites was her 
philosophy learned from her 
father, “Keep your mind 
sharp.”  This was truly why 
she challenged folks to stop 
and think when sharing her 
age. 

Ann never married.  “I had a 
few close calls”, stated Ann dur-
ing one of our chats.  She trav-
eled some but preferred to stay 
close to home.  Ann worked at 
Sangamo Electric; achieving the 
position of Inspector.  Ann pur-
chased a home next door to her 
parents’ home, her own birth-
place.  She moved back “home” 

her nieces.  They live out of 
state but are very attentive to 
her needs.  Ann never drove a 
car, but her nieces visited often 
despite some distance between 
them.  Ann loved finer clothes.  
Lorraine remembers Aunt Ann 
often dressed in tailored suits 
with matching shoes, purse and 
gloves.  

At the Home, she was assigned 
to Ann Clark Circle and they 
formed a close bond.  After 
they disbanded, Friendship 
gladly accepted Ann as their 
“lady”.   

We love Ann and enjoy her wit.  
Ann’s goal is to celebrate her 
100th (or should I say 2-50’s) 
birthday and we plan to be 
there to help her celebrate!           

KDO Ladies 

In memory of Charles Northrup 
by Grateful Daughters Circle 
and Donna Jean Gibney 

 
Honorariums 
In honor of Barbara Archer by 

SHS Class of 53 Reunion 
Committee 

 

In honor of Executive Committee 
by Donna Jean Gibney 

 
For 2009 Grants 
Willing Circle, Progress Circle, 

Grateful Daughters Circle, 
and Mary A. Lawrence Circle 

Memorials 
In memory of Ruth Koepp by 
 Pat and Glen Fitzgerald 
 Carolyn Wertz 
 James and Bonnie Criss 
 Roberta Marr 
 Donna Jean Gibney 
 King’s Daughters Organization 
 Pat Fitzgerald 
 Betty Jean Coy 
 Maryann Walker 
 Nightingale Circle 
 John and Janice Geisendorfer 
 Karen Smith 
 

In memory of Geraldine Meador 
by Margaret Garfield Circle  

Gifts/ Annual Fund 
Bitsy Reisch 
Lois Tillotson 
Roxanne (Posy) Flatt 
Willa Jean Jones 
Karen Smith 
Helen Evenson 
Mike and Diana Dedrick 
Kim Rusciolelli 
Sharon Zook 
Greater All Nations Taberna-

cle Church of God in Christ 
in memory of Bishop Theodore 
T. Rose  

 

 

Ann Banich… continued from Page 6 

Memorials, Honorariums, and Gifts 

PAGE 7 KING’S DAUGHTERS ORGANIZATION 

Kim Rusciolelli (Friendship Circle)  
and Ann Banich 
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2008 - 2009 KDO Grants 
Preliminary grant forms were due February 1, 2009.   

Those groups who have submitted preliminary grant forms and whom we request                   
to submit a full grant application will be notified by March 1, 2009.   

Final forms are due March 20, 2009.   

At the KDO 2008 - 2009 Annual Meeting we will present                                                  
$60,000 in grants to the fortunate winners.   

 

KDO Membership is Growing  
We are most happy that several circles have new members during this year.   

Mary A. Lawrence Circle has four (4) 

Progress Circle has three (3)  

Friendship Circle, Mary H. Blackstock Circle, and Margaret Garfield Circle each have two (2) 

Congratulations to the Circles and WELCOME all new members! 

 

In Memorial   
Former Resident - Ruth Koepp  

11/30/1910 - 10/29/2008 

Address Service Requested 


