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King’s Daughters 
Organization 

(including several new 
ones) and general help 
where needed, rates a 
Bravo to all volunteers! 
A special acknowledge-
ment must go to Bitsy 
Reisch for being our 
ticket sales “champion”. 

This year’s date has al-
ready been sealed with 
Crowne Plaza: Monday, 
November 1, 2010. Let 
us consider what heights 
we can reach by blending 
the old with innovations, 
and by increasing the 
synergy of Circles within 
KDO to make another 
glittering, memorable 
and profitable day. 

Presented by Progress 
Circle and Regency 
Nursing Care        
Residence 

Yes, we did it! Our 63rd 
Annual Benefit was a 
resounding success in 
spite of a difficult econ-
omy.   

Tables were laden with 
intriguing items, from 
fine silver to homemade 
apple pie. Jazz music 
filled the air. The fast-
paced fashion show spar-
kled. Old friends hugged, 
exchanging greetings in 
fine fall frocks. Red Hat 
Ladies also showed pur-
ple. Members of one of 
our grant recipients, 
Greater All Nations Tab-
ernacle Church of God 
in Christ, graced us with 
their attendance. And the 
silent auction offered a 
statue of Venus. What 
more could one ask? 

Well, since the whole 
purpose was to build the 
size of our fund to sup-
port increasing grant dol-
lars, we announce with 
joy that the net income 
from the event ex-

ceeded $20,000!  

The list of thanks is long, 
but let us start with Pro-
gress Circle for keeping 
this gala vibrant for 63 
years, long considered a 
“must” on the Fall social 
calendar.  

The special excitement 
this year was the blend-
ing of assistance by 
members of all the cir-
cles, making this truly a 
King’s Daughters Or-
ganization event. Our 
members’ contributions 
and help with the sales 
and silent auction, solici-
tation of sponsors 
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Our commit-
ment to serv-
ing the eld-
erly is such a 
vital presence 
in our com-
munity.  As I 
am out and 
about, people 

who also serve the elderly know 
about us.  From those not in the 
field, I am still asked about the 
Home and details of the closing.   

This organization has 
such a widespread pres-
ence and such a vast his-
tory.  As you go about 
your day, take a few 
minutes to think about 
the women you have 
met through King’s 
Daughters and how the 
organization has en-
riched your life.   

Then take another minute to realize 
how your efforts, limited or vast, 
have enriched the lives of the elderly 
around us. 

Like all organizations we celebrate 
things well done, especially another 
Progress Circle Luncheon.  I 
would like to express deep gratitude 
for all who chaired, worked and at-
tended the benefit.   

Thanks to you who are just begin-
ning this year’s Grant Committee 
tasks.  We look forward to releasing 
our 2010 grant distribution at the 
Annual Meeting.   

Thanks to the board members and 
circle leaders and all of 
those who attend 
monthly meetings.   

And thanks to those 
unable to be at monthly 
meetings but who keep 
us in your kind 
thoughts. 

An organization re-
quires many talents, 
with all members willing 

to give what they are able. I value 
highly my association with you and 
what you bring to our interconnect-
edness. 

A Letter from the President  

“TAKE ANOTHER 

MINUTE TO REALIZE 

HOW YOUR EFFORTS, 

LIMITED OR VAST, 

HAVE ENRICHED    

THE LIVES OF       

THE ELDERLY        

AROUND US.” 

by Cathy Schwartz, Mary H. Blackstock Circle  

Want to join a circle? … OR maybe… form a new KDO Circle? 
The King’s Daughters Organization is looking to expand its growth. Invite your friends 
and family members to join your circle ~ share the experience! Perhaps you or someone 
you know loves to get together with friends to enjoy a similar activity -- a book club, trav-
elling experience, investment club, whatever the common thread -- but you’d like to do a 
little something more. Come together and be a part of the King’s Daughters experience. 
Are there 10 of you who want to be part of this exciting organization but don’t find the 
meeting schedules suitable to your lifestyle at this time? You can form a KDO circle of 
your very own! There are circles willing to accept you and your friends OR assist the ad-
venturous spirits who dare to form their own circles. All it takes is 10 willing friends who 
share the common goal of aiding seniors in our community who are willing to meet and 
become part of a larger organization serving the elderly. If this sounds like you or some-
one you know, we want to hear from you. Contact us at www.sccf.us/kdo.     
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² Fact: In our community, KDO 
and Senior Services of Central 
Illinois are the only non-
governmental organizations of-
fering elderly-only non-medical 
assistance.   

The first impression Karen 
Schainker exuded was one of en-
ergy and determination. The sec-
ond impression, while learning 
about her immediate challenges 
as Executive Director of Senior 
Services of Central Illinois, was 
one of preparedness, organiza-
tion and managerial ability.  

KDO members will remember 
that our first donation following 
our corporate restructuring was 
major funding for a new van for 
SSCI. Now fondly known as 
Miss Daisy, it has a multiplicity 
of uses for which workers and 
users are grateful. In 2009, our 
second grants year, we provided 
$15,000 to fund emergency ser-
vices for seniors. 

Our mutual cooperation came at 
a critical time for seniors; many 
live on fixed incomes based on 
investments or retirement plans. 
After the market crashed, retirees 
experienced a drop in actual in-
come, while continuing inflation 
further reduced income value. 
Coupled with the recession and 
high unemployment rates, most 
seniors found the job market was 
skewed against them. This means 
seniors need more help. 

SSCI depends on reimburse-

ments for many State of Illinois 
programs. The State has been as 
many as six months and as much 
as $400,000 behind in reimburse-
ments, while economic circum-
stances have resulted in reduced 
personal and corporate contribu-
tions. Any business operating 
under these conditions might 
well pack up and go away, but 
not SSCI. Schainker made the 
painful decision to reduce staff 
by 30%. She asked that we relay 
her accolades to all staff who 
work harder to keep up, and who 
uncomplainingly take unpaid fur-
lough days (as does she). Various 
cost-cutting efforts include: pho-
tocopying the newsletter instead 
of professional printing, 50% 
cuts in mileage allowances, elimi-
nation of special training, pur-
chasing only critical supplies, etc.  

The excellent volunteer program 
has provided willing hands and 
hearts, making it possible to con-
tinue most programs. On Fri-
days, several of our members 
join other volunteers to man five 
days per week deliveries of Daily 
Bread, nutritious meals for eld-
ers. (Our DB volunteers note 
that most recipients would other-
wise not be able to stay in their 
homes.) Donations of food and 
gifts by our Circles, companies 
and individuals provide food bas-
kets delivered by Miss Daisy at 
Thanksgiving, and food and gifts 
at Christmas, to individuals who 
request them or are referred by 
caring friends and neighbors. Re-

maining food stocks a food bank 
for winter needs. 

The Case Coordination Unit at 
this One-Stop Shop for Seniors 
also helps those age 60+ to re-
main at home with Information 
Assistance; Health Assistance; 
Case Care Management; Money 
Management; The Elder Abuse 
and Neglect, and Crime Victim/
Witness Assistance Programs; 
Senior Transport in Miss Daisy; 
and advocacy services. 

Schainker emphasized the impor-
tance of socialization and com-
munity involvement for the psy-
chological well-being of seniors. 
RSVP, Retired and Senior Volun-
teer Program, matches folks age 
55+ with volunteer opportunities 
at many non-profit and govern-
mental organizations. Programs 
and activities at the Senior Center 
fill the calendar five days a week 
with a wide variety of more ac-
tivities than we can list here, 
ranging from fun to crafts to in-
formation to education etc.  

Whew! At the end of the inter-
view for this article Schainker 
talked of the dedication of staff, 
most of whom could earn higher 
salaries elsewhere. We talked of 
the differences between a mis-
sion and a job—belief in the or-
ganization’s goals, caring deeply 
for its success, and dedication to 
“Git ‘er done!”. The lasting im-
pression of Karen Schainker is 
that she is, indeed, engaged in a 
mission!  

Serving Seniors² 

by Posy Flatt, Margaret Garfield Circle  
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THREE CHEERS FOR    
SPONSORS 

Grateful thanks are due to our 
generous sponsors. You make a 
difference! 

Platinum – Title Sponsor 
Regency Nursing Care  
   Residence 
Gold 
Illinois National Bank 
Lucco Schwartz Financial  
   Partners 
Sue and Bruce Shevlin 
R. W. Troxell & Company 
Silver 
Boardman Smith Funeral Chapel 
Concordia Village 
Hickory Point Bank & Trust 
Londrigan, Potter and  
   Randle, PC 
Roland Machinery Company 
Maureen Schaaf, ReMax  
   Professionals 
Bronze 
Bergh White Opticians 
Barbara and Robert Dickerman 
Giordano Properties, LLC Realty 
Isringhausen Imports 
M. J. Kellner Company 
Mr. & Mrs. William Schnirring       
 

Skinner, Copper & Ehman   
   Wealth Management 
Standard Mutual Insurance  
   Company 
Pewter/Donors 
Brandt Consolidated, Inc. 
Rich Brauer,  
   Representative - 100th District 
Brown, Hay & Stephens, LLP 
Tom Cavanagh, Sangamon  
   County Treasurer 
Mayor Timothy J. Davlin 
Fit Club 
Green Hyundai 
John and Pam Kauerau 
MCL Restaurant & Bakery 
O’Connor Mailing Service, Inc. 
Pehlman & Dold, PC CPA 
Raymond Poe,  
   Representative - 99th District 
Sheehan & Sheehan Lawyers, PC 
Table Sponsors 
U.S. Bank Private Client Group 
Butler Funeral Home 
Maureen Schaaf, ReMax  
   Professionals 
Posy Flatt and Ruth Robert 
Sangamon County  
   Community Foundation 
United Community Bank 
 
 

HURRAH!   
AUCTION DONORS 

Excellent support came from 46 
businesses and individuals who 
contributed attractive items for 
the Silent Auction. The auction 
tables really added class, lots of 
buzz, and a larger bottom line. 
Thank you. 

 
 

THE RAFFLE –  
POPULAR AS USUAL 

Especially with the top raffle 
prize: an $1870 (retail value) 
Caerleon interchangeable pen-
dant with tanzanite & diamond 
insert on 14 gold rope chain,   
donated by Ann and Evan Hart 
of Tobin Jewelers.  

Other raffle items: a handmade 
quilt, $150 Homescapes gift    
certificate, sterling and stone   
designer bracelet from Carole 
Ficke of Silpada, a “Drive an  
Import for the Weekend” by  
Isringhausen Imports, fine dining 
for 2 by Island Bay Yacht Club, 
carry-out dessert for 12 by the 
Sangamo Club, and a decorator 
beverage tub. 
 
Thanks, providers, for your 
generosity! 

Living the Legacy - Special Thanks 

(L-R) Barbara Archer, Lisa Metzger,  
Erin Sabath and Maryann Walker. 

Annual KDO  
Corporation  

Meeting  
Don’t forget to reserve this date 
on your calendar:   

May 10, 2010 - 12:00 noon at 
Westminster Presbyterian 
Church.   

Come and be the first to hear 
about the grant awards given out 
and talk first hand with the    
recipients. It is sure to be a  
grand day!!   

For more information please call 
Kim Collins at 523-2940. 



Living the Legacy - Special Thanks 

ABOVE: KDO mem-
bers and guests at 
the annual Progress 
Circle Luncheon and 
Style Show. 
 
BELOW: 
Progress Circle and 
KDO Officers  
proudly present a 
$23,000 check 
raised from the 
benefit. (L-R) Donna 
Jean Gibney, Babs 
Dickerman (Benefit 
Co-chairs), Cathy 
Schwartz 
(President), John 
Stremsterfer (SCCF 
Exec. Director), 
Diana Dedrick 
(Benefit Finance Co-
chair). 

ENCORE!  ENCORE! 

What a fashion show. Our pro-
viders and models had most 
guests taking notes. Thanks to 
Virgil Rhodes for setting a great 
mood with JAZZ by FOOT-
PRINTS, and to BJ Grand Salon 
and Spa for ensuring our models 
were at their loveliest with hair-
do’s and makeup.  

Fashions by: 
Bella 

Carlisle Collection 
Chico’s 

Iris & Ivy 
L. Chic 

Max Karpman Furs 
The Top Drawer 
The Wardrobe 

 
 
 
 

Garfield; Rose Hutchcraft, 
Marjorie Post/Nightingale; Bar-
bara McKean, Mary A. Law-
rence; Sarah Bunn, Mary H. 
Blackstock; Bonnie Malcor, 
Progress; and Ellen Griesemer, 
Willing. Speaking of willing, 
thanks to each of you for your 
willingness to spend your pre-
cious time, first reading the re-
quests, then meeting twice  in 
long sessions to select those 
most deserving of our support 
this fiscal year. Thanks also to 
Jennifer Sublett from SCCF 
who will assist the committee as 
a non-voting member.  
KDO has survived and will 

Since 2007, King’s Daughters 
Organization has distributed 
$150,000 in donations and 
grants to serve the elderly in our 
community. As this issue goes to 
press, we are already in the proc-
ess of receiving grant requests 
for this year. Next, the new 
Grants Committee will go to 
work, first reading each request, 
then carefully representing each 
circle in the important corporate 
decisions: how much, to which 
organizations.  
Our representatives are: Judy 
Rader, Friendship; Donna Free-
man, Grateful Daughters; 
Donna Jean Gibney, Margaret 

continue to make 
an impact on the 
future of Spring-
field and its sur-
rounding commu-
nities.  
Years from now, when our fu-
ture KDO members look back 
on what we started in 2007, 
they will be very proud to con-
tinue the legacy of giving.   
Thanks to the women who 
serve, and have served, on the 
yearly Grant Committees for 
contributing greatly to the con-
tinuing legacy of King’s Daugh-
ters Organization here in 
Springfield, Illinois. 

Giving: Our Legacy by Sue Shevlin  

THIS YEAR WE 

ARE ABLE TO 

DISTRIBUTE 

$100,000 IF 

REQUESTS 

WARRANT! 
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first paid job was managing the 
train station where Lincoln gave 
the farewell address to Spring-
field. That meant taking care of 
the facility, recruiting and man-
aging volunteers, public rela-
tions, and even finding a ca-
boose! As a member of Junior 
League she was actively in-
volved in the League’s efforts to 
move the historic Corneau 
house next to the Lincoln 
home, and later to have 8th 
Street closed to traffic in front 
of the home. 

Her favorite League volunteer 
activity was the New Salem 
demonstrations of crafts and 
activities for fifth grade field 
trips. Declaring herself a non-
craftsperson, she did learn the 
rudiments of spinning wool. 
Also with the League, she was 
instrumental in updating the 
Illinois State Museum Society, 
developing by-laws, chairing 
education efforts, and acting as 
a docent. She chaired the Soci-

At the front door, a droll Abe 
greeted me on the right, flanked 
by a tall, whimsical horned crea-
ture on the left. A wreath on the 
door displayed a variety of real-
istic birds. Inside Molly 
Becker’s lovely home a wide 
array of art spoke volumes about 
a couple’s interests over the 
years. The interview was cer-
tainly going to be of a many-
faceted woman. 

We sat down to talk, a picture of 
a thoughtful Abe paying close 
attention. How apropos—
already two facets of Lin-
coln—for Molly is the re-
cipient of the Logan Hay 
Medal bestowed on her in 
2008 by the Abraham Lin-
coln Association, awarded 
only to “individuals who 
have made noteworthy 
contributions to the mis-
sion of the Association.” 
Perhaps even more impor-
tant than the Beckers’ fi-
nancial support, Molly’s 
personal activities will 
leave a legacy writ large, for 
KDO, for Springfield, for the 
ALA, and for admirers of our 
16th President. 

As a Springfield native Molly 
was imbued from youth with 
Lincoln lore. After graduation 
from Springfield High, she re-
ceived a degree from Knox Col-
lege, where Lincoln and Douglas 
famously debated. After mar-
riage and a year of teaching, her 

ety when Dixon Mounds was 
incorporated into the ISM. 
Gov. Ogilvie appointed her a 
Regent of the Lincoln Acad-
emy.  

When the Old State Capitol was 
restored the ALA asked her to 
co-chair the fund drive for pro-
viding the furnishings. Her suc-
cess there led to the decision to 
establish a Sound and Light 
Show at the OSC which she 
chaired successfully for ten 
years. 

All her activities regularly in-
volved fund raising efforts. As 
an active member of King’s 
Daughters Progress Circle she 
did her share for the Ladies at 
the Home. Her most significant 
Progress activity was chairing 
the benefit luncheon twice. We 
hope she is pleased with the 
results of this year’s effort.  

In addition to these activities 
she was an active hostess for 
her husband, Charles Becker, 
Executive Vice President of 
Franklin Life Insurance, enter-
taining for company events in 
their beautiful home on Law-
rence Avenue at Chatham 
Road. They tied a mutual inter-
est in education and Lincoln by 
expanding the endowment for 
the Lincoln Chair at UIS. 

It was difficult to get Molly to 
talk about herself. For each ac-
tivity we discussed, she always 

Molly Becker, Lincoln Friend 
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by Posy Flatt, Margaret Garfield Circle  

... continued on Page 7 

Molly chose to have her picture in front  
of a favorite painting.   



cess and ongoing promotion of 
the KDO receiving philan-
thropic funds is truly an inspi-
ration.   

Did you know that this year 
alone the King’s Daughters 
Organization will receive ap-
proximately $10,000 from five 
charitable trust funds?  

This is such a tremendous illus-
tration of how long-range 
charitable planning can benefit 
an organization. The cumula-
tive impact of these trusts over 
the long history of the KDO is 
in the hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. Those dollars, in 
turn, have impacted countless 
senior citizens with a more 
comfortable and dignified life. 

At SCCF we are always pre-
pared to help people plan for 
the causes they care about. The 

Over the past few years I have 
come to admire many things 
about the King’s Daughters Or-
ganization. The rich history and 
traditions of the KDO Circles, 
the years of operating the King’s 
Daughters Home, and the vol-
unteer work of many KDO 
members have all added a great 
deal to the Springfield commu-
nity for over a century. One of 
the attributes I admire most is 
the KDO’s ability to respect its 
past and plan carefully for its 
future – for that, all current and 
past members should be ap-
plauded! 

In my role as executive director 
of the Sangamon County Com-
munity Foundation, I have the 
privilege to work with local peo-
ple and organizations who wish 
to leave a charitable legacy in 
our community.  The past suc-

King’s Daughters know what 
an impact this type of planning 
can have. Imagine what more 
good work can be done over 
the next century with a little 
planning today. 

KDO - A Lasting Legacy 

lot as long as you don’t care 
who gets the credit.” 

Charles is gone and Molly’s 
children are all in and near Chi-
cago. No wonder Lincoln 
looked down at her so pensively 
as we talked—she was busy 

talked about the things the other 
people contributed to the pro-
ject. In her case it seemed as 
much personal modesty as the 
axiom, “You can accomplish a 

sorting family pictures in prepa-
ration for moving to Evanston 
to an independent living center.   

Molly, we’ll miss you, but you 
will remain in our thoughts and 
our hearts. Your legacy will long 
out-live all of us.                                               

... continued from Page 6 

by John Stremsterfer, SCCF Executive Director 

Charitable Trusts  
Supporting KDO 

Contributions:  
May 1, 2008 - April 30, 2009 

 
William Cook Scholarship Trust 
  

Laura Adams Trust 
  

George T.  Enos and Louise I.    
   Enos Trusts  
  

Robert Brown Trust 
  

Dwight & Bertha Cross Trust 
  

TOTAL FOR LAST YEAR: 
$ 9,730.49 

Making your estate plans? 
Including a charitable bequest to the King’s Daughters Organization in your will is a simple way to make a    

lasting gift to your community. If you are considering an estate gift to KDO, planned gifts should be made for 
the benefit of: Sangamon County Community Foundation, Inc. – KDO Fund.   

For more information concerning a charitable planned gift, please contact SCCF at 217-789-4431. 
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P.O. Box 2087 
Springfield, Illinois 62705 
Phone: 217-523-4332 
Email: KDO@sccf.us 
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Pursell Family Members  by Arlowyne 
Pursell 

Lois Tillotson by King’s Daughters 
Organization, Sharon Zook, Mary 
A. Lawrence Circle, Carolyn Stone 

Gifts have been made  
in honor of… 
Bishop & Mrs. William Black by Mary 

Larson 
Jo Bunn by Imogene McCormick 
Naomi DeRosear by Mary A. Lawrence 

Circle  
King’s Daughters Organization Board by 

Susan Shevlin 
King’s Daughters Organization Friends by 

Cathy Schwartz 
Orvetta Robinson by Mary Larson 
Sue Schwartz by Mary Larson 
Gifts / Annual Fund Drive 
Elise Arnold 
Karen Barber 
Mrs. Willard Bunn, Jr. 

Gifts have been made  
in memory of... 
Loved Ones by Ermalene Beam 
Parents by Donna Grove 
Ann Banich by Sharon Zook, Nancy 

& Jim White, Mary Dowson 
Smith, King’s Daughters Organi-
zation, Jim & Lorraine Youngman, 
Kim Rusciolelli, Cressie Torger-
son, Arthur & Mary Swift 

Winifred Barringer by Mary Larson 
Robert Boardman by Margaret Garfield 

Circle, Christine Parr 
Arthur Culler by Mary Lynn Culler 
Dorothy Jones by Carole Ficke 
Willa Jean Jones by Nancy Bunn 
Mignon Klang by Sharon Zook, The 

Willing Circle 
Virgil Lane by Mary Larson 
Robert G. Larson by Mary Larson 
Karen McCord by Margaret Garfield 

Circle, Terry & Teresa McElwee, 
Christine Parr, Carolyn Stone 

Diana Dedrick 
Helen Evenson 
Gloria Fafoglia 
C. Bryant & Posy Flatt 
Donna Jean Gibney 
Charles & Susan Hammond 
Norma Kneer 
Cindy Lash 
Karen Little 
Jeanne & Dick Madden 
Barbara Maupin 
Barbara McKean 
Bob & Marsha Narmont 
Bitsy Reisch 
Muriel Runyen 
Kim Rusciolelli 
Cathy Schwartz 
Glenda Warren 
Nancy Watson 
Karen Williams 
Sharon Zook 

For 2010 Grants… 
Mary A. Lawrence Circle 

Contributions September 2009 - December 2009 


