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 The King’s Daughters Organization 
was thrilled to announce the recipients of 
its 2013 grant awards at the 120th Annual 
Corporation Meeting on May 13th.  A total 
of $115,000 was awarded to 16 nonprofit 
agencies to support programs and 
services for seniors in Sangamon County. 
This brings the total of grant awards to 
$555,000 over the past six years.  In 
addition, KDO has given another $70,000 
for special projects including $30,000 for 
a van for Senior Services and $40,000 
for equipment for the KDO Fitness Park 
located in Douglas Park adjacent to the 
Senior Service Center. This brings the 
grand total to $625,000 given towards 
helping seniors in the community!
This year’s grantees include: 

American Red Cross Illinois Capital 
Area Chapter - $15,000 grant to support 
the work of the Meals on Wheels 
program, ensuring continuation of free 
and discounted special dietary meals to 
seniors.

Catholic Charities of Springfield - 
$10,000 grant to provide emergency 

assistance to seniors for food , rent, 
utility, and assistance with medical co-
pays and prescriptions.

Chatham Fire Department - $2,500 
grant to provide free smoke alarms, 
home safety inspections and a Knox-Box 
program for seniors.

Comfort Living and Associates - $5,000 
grant to strengthen its existing Heating 
and Cooling Assistance Program, which 
provides low-income seniors with 
support for emergency utility costs.

Contact Ministries - $15,000 grant 
to provide emergency prescriptions to 
senior clients for medication that many 
are unable to afford and would otherwise 
have to do without.

First Presbyterian Church Board of 
Deacons – Food Pantry - $3,200 grant 
to purchase food for the “Fifty-Five Plus 
Program,” which provides non-perishable 
food to clients who are 55 years or older.

Greater All Nations Tabernacle Church 
of God in Christ - $4,800 grant to 
enhance the monthly senior lunchbox 

2013 Grant Awards AnnouncedAnnual Meeting
 The 120th Annual Corporation 
Meeting was held May 13, 2013.  After 
a rainy spring, the sun and blue sky 
were visible as The King’s Daughters 
Organization had much to celebrate 
after 120 years of service to the 
community. 
 A total of $115,000.00 in grant 
money was awarded to local charities 
serving the elderly through the 
Community Foundation for the Land of 
Lincoln.  A new circle of friendship was 
welcomed to the organization in the name 
of Polly Roesch with 17 active members.   
Members of the new Polly Roesch 
Circle opened the luncheon by singing 
the Lord’s Prayer.   The past presidents 
were recognized for their service to KDO.  
Keya Bannister, Jo Bunn, Kay King, Pat 
Strow and Ruth Roland were honored for 
twenty-five years of active membership.  
Honorary members of KDO were also 
honored which included Donna Solomon, 
Florence Bunn, Mary Smith, Polly 
Roesch, Esto Bunn, Ning O’Keefe and 
Molly Becker. 

(continued on page 2)
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Executive Committee
President • Teresa McElwee

First Vice President • Suzie Fessler
Second Vice President • Cindy Denby

Secretary • Amy Roderick
Assistant Secretary • Sally Cadagin

Treasurer • Susan Fulks
Assistant Treasurer • Judith Barringer

Board of Directors
Friendship

Maryann Walker
Grateful Daughters

Dee Dee Gain*
Mary Lou Booker *

Karen Little
Pat Shafer

Kelli Harting (Alt.)
Margaret Garfield
Teresa McElwee
Sally Cadagin

Shirley Bruner *
Donna Jean Gibney

Marjorie Post/Nightingale
Amy Roderick

Joanne Roderick
Vicki McHenry

Mary A. Lawrence
Barbara Archer
Barbara McKean
Mona Taylor *

Debbie Jones (Alt.)
June Paul (Alt.)

Joan Rothfuss (Alt.)
Mary H. Blackstock

Suzie Fessler
Katie Marinelli *

Sarah Bunn
Laura Carmody

Angela Parrish (Alt.)
Brenda Staab (Alt.)

Polly Roesch
Sue Shevlin*
Judy Casper

Rosiland Dennis (Alt.)
Barbara Killian (Alt.)

Progress
Pat Cross

Cindy Denby*
Susan Fulks
Bitsy Reisch

Alice Nelle (Alt.)
Diana Dedrick (Alt.)
Nancy Drake (Alt.)

Ilda McFadden (Alt.)
Willing

Sue Carroll
Judith Barringer

Mary Larson (Alt.) *
LaVerda Wenzel (Alt.)

Asterisk denotes Circle Leaders

 

Now in addition to our other vendors in town, 
the  “Dining with the Daughter’s” cookbook 
is available at  the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Museum! This is a wonderful 
opportunity to get the beautiful book out to a 
larger audience through the tourist that travel 
to Springfield.  The cookbook marketing 
committee is actively looking to find vendors 
in towns, cities and villages outside of 
Springfield! Anyone with a vendor contact 
can pass the information along to Cindy 
Denby at cjpdenby@yahoo.com.  Any leads 
will be greatly appreciated. 

presentations with information, services 
or programs that are beneficial to seniors.

Jewish Federation of Springfield, 
Illinois - $2,500 grant to support 
the Chaveri senior lunch program 
that serves area seniors with healthy 
lunches, education, entertainment and 
camaraderie. 

Loami Area Community Pantry - $4,000 
grant to purchase items for seniors that 
are not routinely available at the food 
pantry.

One Hope United - $7,500 grant to 
support the Foster Grandparent Program, 
which offers senior citizens financial 
assistance for serving as mentors for 
youth with special needs.

Prairie Art Alliance - $2,500 grant to 
conduct creative art classes for seniors 
who hope to improve the quality of life 
through visual expression.

Senior Services of Central Illinois, Inc. - 
$20,000 grant to fulfill emergency senior 
requests, provide meals to seniors in 
need and ensure the physical wellness of 
the seniors in our community.

Springfield Municipal Opera Association 
(The Muni) - $3,000 grant will allow 
seniors to attend shows when they are 
no longer able to drive or may not be 
able to afford the cost of the ticket and 
transportation.

Springfield Park District - $2,500 
grant to purchase program supplies 
to encourage continued growth in 
participations levels in Pickleball 
programming.

The Salvation Army - $15,000 grant 
to assist clients in Sangamon County 
with the increased cost of prescriptions, 
which prevents seniors from skipping 
their medications causing further illness.

YMCA of Springfield - $2,500 grant to 
purchase sports equipment for seniors 
to enhance safe, healthy lifestyles and 
camaraderie with other seniors and to be 
used for Senior Olympics.

Suzie Sables Fessler, 
1st V.P. and Mission Chair 

Exciting news! 

2013 Grant Awards Announced (continued from cover)
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Letter From the 
President
 
 This past year 
serving as President 
has been a great 
experience.  
 I would like to 
begin by thanking 
the executive 
committee for their leadership and 
commitment.  It was a pleasure serving 
with them this past year and I am 
fortunate that all but two will be with me 
again this coming year. Suzie Sables 
Fessler, Cindy Denby, Susan Fulks, 
Judith Barringer and Sally Cadagin will 
all remain on the executive board for 
another year.  Amy Roderick has joined 
as executive secretary.
 Susan Beard completed her term as 
executive secretary.  She was excellent 
in her position and always a joy to be 
around.  We will all miss her at our 
monthly meetings!
 Sue Shevlin has also completed her 
duty as past president on the executive 
board.  She offered great leadership 
and guidance and I certainly would not 
have gotten through the transition in the 
presidency without her help.  Sue was a 
huge support to me last summer and fall 
as I dealt with everything that goes along 
with being there for a sick parent and 
then all the details after their loss.  I am 
forever thankful for her friendship!
 I would encourage any of our 
members to consider taking on a role 
either on the executive committee, 
general board of directors or as a leader 
in your own circle.  It is such a rewarding 
experience and great friendships are 
made. 
 So many exciting things have 
happened this year!
 We had a record-breaking year in 
terms of the growth of our endowment 
fund at the Community Foundation for 
the Land of Lincoln.  During the fiscal 

year 2012-2013, Judith Barringer 
reported that KDO received $91,838 in 
gifts from members and past members 
remembering KDO in their estate 
planning, from our own circles including 
the donation from the annual Progress 
benefit and in honor or memory of friends 
and family.  Each gift, no matter the 
amount, is truly appreciated.  It’s those 
gifts and the expertise, guidance and 
support from John Stremsterfer, Stacy 
Reed and Sandee Horn at CFLL that 
allows us to continue to be so generous 
through our grant process and live out 
our mission to support the elderly in our 
community.  After the awards presented 
this year, KDO has given $625,000 in 
grants and gifts to the Springfield area 
since the sale of the King’s Daughters 
Home. 
 Not only have we continued to add 
new members to our existing circles, but 
also a new circle has been added to KDO!  
Named in honor of longtime member 
Polly Roesch, The Polly Roesch Circle 
has been formed as of May 1, 2013.  
Sue Shevlin is the leader, along with 
new member Judy Casper as co-leader.  
Welcome! 
 As a result of an inquiry with the 
Advisory Board last fall, I asked Sue 
Shevlin and Donna Jean Gibney to lead 
the Strategic Planning Committee to 
evaluate what was decided in terms of 
our mission, goals and objectives after 
we sold the home in 2006.  They along 
with two members from each circle 
came together and reviewed, updated 
and or validated our mission and where 
we are headed.  Through this process, 
we agreed that we all still believe in our 
mission and want to continue to work to 
increase our membership, support the 
elderly through active volunteering in the 
community and by giving financially.  We 
have already added a Daily Bread route 
for Senior Services to our list of KDO 
sponsored volunteer opportunities and 
there is a list of other volunteer options 
that I would like have put into place this 
coming year.  We discussed “how should 

we continue to grow our membership”?  
If each of us would reach out to one 
friend and talk about King’s Daughters 
and invite them to a circle meeting, 
this would have a huge impact on our 
membership numbers.  Every new circle 
member added increases our ability to 
serve and support our seniors!  There will 
be more about the results of the Strategic 
Planning Committee to come! 
 As a result of our cookbook, Dining 
with the Daughters, and our grant 
process, KDO has been in the media 
several times this year.  
 Also, check out the new and 
improved website, www.KDOspringfield.
org. Thanks goes to Sarah Jones for 
updating and keeping us informed online!  
It’s awesome to have so many wonderful 
things to share with our community.
 As I look ahead to the new fiscal 
year, I am so excited to be a part of  
KDO’s 120th year!   
 The KDO Fitness Park will be a great 
addition for our community to enjoy!
 The Annual Progress Circle Benefit 
and style show will be held October 28th 
at the Crowne Plaza. Susan Ruehling 
will be chairing the benefit again and 
plans are already underway for a huge 
celebration in honor of our 120th year.  
Watch for information and opportunities 
to be involved in this fun event.
 Our organization continues to evolve 
and each of you is a part of improving 
and supporting the lives of thousands 
of seniors in our community.  I am so 
honored to be part of this organization.  
 As I quoted at the annual meeting: Dr. 
Suess wrote, “ Unless someone like you 
cares a whole lot, nothing’s going to get 
better. It’s not.”  I believe that each of you 
cares a whole lot, and together we are 
helping to make things better for seniors.  
 My thanks to each of you for your 
commitment to KDO and I look forward 
to serving as president for another year.
 
Very Sincerely,
Teresa McElwee
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Newest Members  
Joyce Edwards

Margaret Garfield Circle

Lisa Fowler
Friendship Circle

Hilary Sharpe, Barbara Hennesy, 
Laura Venvertloh and Pat Wheat 

Mary H Blackstock Circle

Kim Cochran, Melissa Ford, 
Rebecca Long, Teresa Mavis, and 

Dr Joyce Surbeck-Harris  
Progress Circle

The Polly Roesch Circle
Seventeen new members listed in 
article “An Introduction to KDO’s 

Newest Circle”.

DECEASED MEMBERS and 
EMPLOYEES of the HOME

 Margery “Pud” Shuster Doyle
Mary H. Blackstock Circle

Nancy Ann DeMarco 
Margaret Garfield Circle

Viola Baur
Marjorie Post-Nightingale Circle

Donna Sue Wolaver 
Circle Unknown

Mary Beth Herndon 
Progress Circle

Esta C Brehm 
Nightingale Circle

Jan Parr, Margaret Garfield Circle, 
said “Nancy DeMarco was one of 
the nicest people I knew. She was 
generous of her time and proved 

that on a weekly basis. 
She will be missed.”

 The 2013-2014 budget was presented and 
approved.  Circle Leaders and Co-Leaders for the 
upcoming year were introduced.  The 2013-2014 
Board of Directors and Executive Committee were 
approved and presented to the group. Teresa 
McElwee gave the president’s report that included 
exciting news of the installation of the new KDO 
Senior Fitness Park.  The park was installed this 
month at Douglas Park.  A ribbon cutting ceremony 
is scheduled for June 3, 2013. 
 The luncheon meeting closed with a lovely 
remembrance of our current and former circle 
members and ladies of the home.  Each member 
was honored with a yellow rose that signifies 
“friendship”, which is 
the core of the King’s 
Daughters Organization. 
Barbara McKean’s, 
Mary A. Lawrence Circle, 
Power Point presentation 
enhanced the Memorial 
Service.  

Shirley Bruner, Margaret 
Garfield
 

Annual Meeting (continued from cover)

Top: New grant recipient, Jane Frech from the 
Springfield YMCA, enjoys lunch before ac-
cepting her award. 2nd: Mary H. Blackstock 
members enjoy camaraderie during the lunch-
eon. 3rd: Cindy Drum and Tanya Paine, Contact 
Ministries representatives await lunch and 
the award ceremony. 4th: bottom pic:  Suzie 
Fessler, JoAnn LaMaster & Karen Schainker of 
the Senior Service Center, Leda Thorpe (Grate-
ful daughter’s “Lady”), Kelli Harting, and Mary 
Lou Booker take a moment for a picture.
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 On March 20, 2013, The Fair Hills Residence enjoyed the company of Daisy the 
Fainting Goat, Connor the Rabbit, Pyro the Shih Tzu, and Sienna the American Cattle 
Dog. Some of the residents had never seen a goat 
before nor had held such a gentle rabbit. In fact, 
Kinner Kennels owner, Amy Kinner DeRiemacker and 
Assistant Samantha Kujawa, did not know if Connor 
the Rabbit would be allowed to go home as he was 
in such high demand! 
 Residents asked for their picture to be taken 
with the animals to prove to relatives that they had 
truly been with the animals. Cupcakes, cookies and 
punch made a sweet afternoon with fun that was 
had by all.

Angela Parrish, Mary H. Blackstock

 The spring Wining with the Daughters 
Event was a fun evening spent at The 
Corkscrew Wine Emporium on Tuesday, 
April 9th. The hors d’oeuvres members 
prepared for the evening were most 
plentiful and very tasty. The three 
wines, a Cabernet, a Pinot Gris and a 
Chardonnay, served along with the food 
made for a cheerful evening. Elaine Hoff 
was the lucky winner of the door prize. 
 Many thanks to those who filled the 
donation envelopes.  Several members 
remarked that they enjoyed the mixed 
socials where they could meet and visit 
with members from other circles as well 
as their own. 

Spring and Fall Social Events

An Activity at the Presbyterian Home

Please 
remember 

King’s 
Daughter 

Organization in 
your giving and 

planning. 

Information is available at the 
Community Foundation for the 

Land of Lincoln website, 
www.cfll.org or by calling 

789-4431.

 The fall social will be a Member 
Appreciation Night held at the Sangamo 
Club on Tuesday, September 24th from 5 
-7.  A delightful evening is being planned 
complete with light hors d’oeuvres and 
wine. This is the perfect opportunity 
to invite prospective members to learn 
about KDO as they mingle with members 
in an evening of camaraderie. Mark 
your calendars now so that you do not 
miss the fun.  There will be no tickets to 
purchase; however, each member and 
guest must have a reservation.  

The Progress Circle Fall Benefit and Luncheon
 The 2013 Annual Benefit will 
be honoring the King’s Daughter’s 
Organization this year as we celebrate 
the 120th Anniversary.  This year’s 
theme will be “The 120th Anniversary 
Gala”.  Plans are well underway and we 
are excited to have all ladies, active and 
sustaining members and their guests, 
come out to celebrate this special 
occasion.  Mark your calendars now for 

Monday October 28th!     
 The collection coffee will be held 
Tuesday, September 10th, at 9 am.  
Hostess, Babs Dickerman will welcome 
all (718 S. 7th Street, Springfield) who 
bring treasures that fit in the following 
categories: Crystal & China, Silver 
& Antiques, Linens, Jewelry, Marketplace 
as well as Silent Auction items.       
 Stay tuned to the KDO website as 

well as your email for more information 
regarding the upcoming gala!  If you 
have any questions or would like to 
help or donate, please contact benefit 
chair, Susan Ruehling at 217-670-
2126 or zigilous@hotmail.com.

Susan Ruehling
Progress Circle

Fairhills residents, including Joy 
Beath (Mary H. Blackstock’s 
‘lady’) on the right, are loving the 
affections of Pyro and Sienna.



6 • King’s Daughters Circular • June 2013

 KDO’s signature project, the 
“KDO Fitness Park” took place June 
3rd from 4:30 to 6 p.m, with many 
KDO members as well as community 
leaders present.  This fitness system 
for seniors is located in Douglas Park 
at the north end of the Senior Services 
Center parking lot.   Included are seven 
(7) exercise stations, park benches 
with plaques on each naming our 
current circles, as well as a large sign 
explaining KDO’s mission and rich 
history.
 KDO solely financed this project 
working with the Springfield Park 
District who supplied the space and 
labor and Senior Services Center who 
will provide an on-going program to 
encourage seniors to use the area. 
Justin, a local trainer will be on hand 
at the site on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m.
 On the beautiful day of the ribbon 
cutting, members of the Senior Service 
Center served hot dogs and popcorn.  
There was live music and a wonderful 
hula hoop exhibit with many trying out 
the equipment and lots of oohs and 
ahhhs. 
 This fantastic idea was “born” 
through the Executive Committee 
attending the Governor’s Unique 
Award ceremony, where we were 
presented an award for our work with 
seniors. 
 Cathy Schwartz took the initiative 
to research further and “like an ole’ 
dog with a bone” she sunk her teeth 
into this project 100%! Word is getting 
out as we have already received a call 
from a gentleman who is researching 
to do a similar project in Canada.  He 
had googled “Senior Fitness Parks”, 
the SJR article popped up and he 
tracked us from there. The effects of 
this project will be long lasting in many 
ways!
 At 6:00 promptly Teresa McElwee, 
Cathy Schwartz, Leslie Sgro, 

President of the Park District, Karen 
Schainker, Executive Director of the 
Senior Service Center, and many KDO 
members helped to cut the ribbon, and 
opened up another wonderful project 
for Seniors to help enrich their lives in 
our community.  

KDO Fitness Park Opens on a Beautiful Day

Teresa McElwee , Cathy Schwartz, Karen Schainker, Senior Service Center and Park 
District President, Leslie Sgro officially open the KDO Fitness Park with the ceremonial 
ribbon cutting! 

Many KDO members were present to celebrate the opening of the beautiful KDO 
Fitness Park !

Right: Members of the community were 
present to share in the excitement and 
try the seven workout stations available 
to enrich the lives of seniors! 
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KDO Gifts

January 10, 2013 - May 20, 2013

Gifts to the Annual Fund Drive
Dorothy Fitzgerald

Henriette E. Hodde Trust
Mary A. Lawrence Circle

In memory of George, 
Alvina, David, & Judy Dirkson

Bitsy & Bill Reisch

In memory of 
Elizabeth Pexton Stuart

Grateful Daughters Circle of KDO

In memory of the brother of 
Elizabeth McDaniels

Alterna-Care Home Health

In memory of Vi Bauer
Marjorie Post-Nightingale Circle

In memory of Nancy DeMarco
Margaret Garfield Circle

In memory of Raymond Case
Margaret Garfield Circle

In honor of Sue Shevlin’s birthday
Brenda Staab

In honor of Mary Larson’s 
90th birthday

Donna Jean Gibney

Introduction to KDO’s newest Circle
 We have a new Circle named Polly 
Roesch of the King’s Daughters Circle, 
in honor of one of our own as well as 
an outstanding citizen of Springfield. 
The Circle is composed of some of the 
women from Christ the King (CTK) choir, 
so it was only fitting that a Circle that 
honors Polly would also be a singing 
Circle. Polly has graced many an Annual 
Meeting with her singing voice. Following 
in her footsteps, the new Circle sang 
“The Lord’s Prayer” at the 120th Annual 
Meeting on May 13th. 
 Polly was very touched but felt 
unworthy of the honor.   Those of us 
that know Polly feel this is a great way 
to recognize all the things she has done 
and given to the community and Christ 
the King Parish. The members are Sandy 

Blasius, Judy Casper (former Mary A. 
Lawrence member), Mary Jo Corkery, 
Kathy Cour, Rosalind Dennis, Shirley 
Dorr, Jo Ann Fenton, Libby Gildner, 
Ellen Gallina, Sandy Heminghous, Fran 
Jones, Paula Kaplan, Barb Killian, 
Charlene King, Kathy LaCamera, 
Peg McDermott, Sue Shevlin (former 
Progress Circle member) and Linda 
Younkin (former Mary A. Lawrence 
member). We will meet on the second 
Monday of the month at 6:30 p. m., 
and look forward to serving the KDO 
Mission for both the CTK Parish and the 
Springfield community. 

Sue Shevlin
Polly Roesch Circle

 Allison Zuck, daughter of Donna 
Jean Gibney and Dr. Vincent Zuck 
Graduated from the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign with Highest 
Honors with a Bachelor of Science in 
Architectural Studies.  She was selected 
to be the Undergraduate Speaker to speak 
on behalf of her class at the School of 
Architecture convocation ceremony on 
May 12, 2013.
  Margaret Garfield member, Posy 
Flatt, married David Robertson on 
June 8, 2013.  The invitation said, 

Getting to Know your KDO Friends”
“In Celebration of Sixty Six years of 
Friendship”.  It was a very touching 
ceremony and Posy looked very 
happy.  Posy’s stepdaughters, from her 
first two marriages, put a rose in a vase 
to honor their fathers and David’s two 
daughters added roses to honor their 
mother. 
 (Please send any news to 
cschwartz@rwtroxell.com on any future 
life events to share in the next edition of 
The Circular) 

Past President, Sue Shevlin, and members from The Polly Roesch Circle sing The 
Lord’s Prayer at the 120th Annual Meeting on May 13th. 
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The Progress Circle Benefit 
Collection Coffee 

is set for September 10th at Babs Dickerman’s home, 
9:00 am, 718 South 7th Street.

KDO Fall Social and Member 
Appreciation Party 

September 24th from 5 to 7 pm at the Sangamo Club.

The Annual Progress Circle Benefit
“The 120th Anniversary Gala”, will be held 
Monday, October 28th at the Crowne Plaza. 
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