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Letter from the 
President
This winter has been 
one for the record 
books!  While all 
of the snow has 
created beautiful 
scenery at times, I 
am certainly ready 
for some color in the 
landscape! Spring 
symbolizes rebirth as 
the flowers bloom and the trees begin to 
bud as the sun slowly warms the earth. I 
hope this letter finds each of you happy, 
healthy and WARM as we continue to 
anticipate the first signs of the spring 
warm-up.
 Even through the trying winter 
weather, each KDO Circle continued 
to add a personal touch to touch the 
hearts of seniors this organization is 
dedicated to serving.  Our KDO ladies 
have had wonderful companionship for 
lunches, entertaining activities at the 
Illinois Fair Hills Presbyterian Home, 
Personal Shoppers and a wonderful 
Christmas Bingo Party to help brighten 
the Christmas Season. Several members 
bought Christmas gifts for the “Be a 
Santa to a Senior” program through 
Home Instead Springfield.  Meals were 
delivered by KDO members on Monday’s 
and Friday’s for the Daily Bread 
program through the Senior Services 
Center, as usual, and several seniors 
received a special treat of warm fleece 
blankets handcrafted by members of 

Exciting News!
The KDO Cookbook 
now retails for 
$24.50 plus tax 
and members may 
purchase for $20 
inclusive!!!! 

Make Dining with 
the Daughters your 
gift of choice!!!!

121 st Annual Corporate Meeting 
and Luncheon 
 This has been a great year for KDO; and Progress Circle wants to wrap up the year 
by inviting all members to the 121st Annual Corporate Meeting and Luncheon being held 
on May 12, 2014 at Westminster Presbyterian Church. Come at 11:30 to have time to 
sign the guest book and socialize with friends before the events begin. 
 Tickets, once again, cost $18.50 for a lovely luncheon served by Carol Jean Fraase 
beginning at 12:00 noon.  Tickets will be pre-sold at the March Circle Meetings, as 
well as distributed and sold at the April meetings. All tickets must be purchased and 
reservations made by May 5. 
 Be among the first to hear where our grant dollars go this year.  The awarding of 
grants begins promptly at 12:45 p.m. followed by the election of officers and a short 
business meeting. The day will end with a Power Point presentation by Barb McKean 
and the presentation of roses as we remember our recently deceased members.
 Put on your name tag, grab your ticket, and come celebrate KDO on May 12. 
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A Letter from the President (continued from cover)

the Polly Roesch Circle.  And I’m sure 
our members did even more for our 
community over this winter season. 
Thank you to all the members who have 
given so generously.   
 As we look forward to the change 
in seasons, KDO has entered one of it’s 
most exciting times of the year.  The 
KDO 2014 grant cycle has begun.  Suzie 
Fessler, Grant Committee Chair, the 
Community Foundation for the Land of 
Lincoln and the KDO Grant Committee 
are well into the process of selecting 
the recipients of the grant awards.  Up 
to $120,000 will be given to non-profit 
organizations in Sangamon County to 
benefit seniors.  This is an increase of 
$5000 from 2013.  The awards will 
be announced at our 121st Annual 
Corporation Meeting and Luncheon held 
at Westminster Presbyterian Church 
on May 12, 2014.  Progress Circle will 
host the meeting this year assisted by a 
committee of members from each circle.  
It’s always a lovely day, so be sure to get 
your tickets at your upcoming monthly 

Circle meetings.  
 King’s Daughters would not be able 
to continue to give so generously if not 
for the generosity of it’s members and 
friends including the partnership KDO 
has with the Community Foundation 
for the Land of Lincoln (CFLL).  It is so 
important that we are able to continue 
to raise awareness and funds for the 
donor advised endowment fund at CFLL. 
The need for support for seniors in our 
community continues to grow and with 
continued support, KDO will be able to 
continue to strive to meet those needs. 
 Please remember that giving to the 
KDO endowment fund is a wonderful way 
to honor and remember a special person 
in your life and help KDO continue to live 
our mission of supporting the well-being 
of seniors.
 I wish each of you a wonderful spring 
full of blooming colors and warmth! 

Sincerely,
Teresa McElwee

2013 Gala Update
 The King’s Daughters Organization  
‘120th Anniversary Gala’ Progress Circle 
Benefit  was a  successful celebration of 
the history and future of KDO and each 
circle. Once again, the profit $20,000, 
from the benefit will be added to the KDO 
donor advised endowment fund at the 
Community Foundation for the Land of 
Lincoln for grants awarded each May. 
Thank you all to those who helped, 
contributed and shared in the celebration.   

Susan Ruehling, Progress Circle
Benefit Chair

Mary A. Lawrence 
Circle members
celebrated a “Month of Giving” 
in November by pooling their 
monetary funds to purchase needed 
holiday foods for the Loami Food 
Pantry.  Circle members delivered a 
“car load” of groceries to the Pantry 
for use in filling holiday baskets.  
A second delivery will be made in 
April to assist with Easter basket 
deliveries by the Food Pantry.
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Girls Just Want To Have Fun
 KDO members proved once again that Cyndi Lauper was correct when she sang “Girls Just Want to Have Fun”. Circle 
members and guests gathered December 2, 2013 at It’s All About Wine for a fun evening eating delicious hors d’oeuvres that 
members made and catching up on the news from other circles. It’s All About Wine, together with our members’ donation,  
made several hundred dollars available for the Senior Service Center for their holiday baskets.
 Spring is just around the corner so let’s come out for another fun evening partying with our own circle members and 
getting to know members from other circles. Mark your calendars for April 7 from 5- 7 p. m. at the 
Corkscrew Wine Emporium. Wine will be available for tasting, and members will again provide tasty hors d’oeuvres. Guests are 
always welcome.  To help defray the cost of the wine, donation envelopes will be available.

2014 KDO Grant 
Selection Process 
in Full Swing
 On January 1, the Community 
Foundation for the Land of Lincoln issued 
a request for proposals for the 2014 
KDO grant funds.  Letters of Inquiry have 
been accepted from interested charities 
meeting the grant criteria, and the Grant 
Committee will review these letters and 
invite selected charities to submit a full 
grant application.   They will then be 
interviewed on April 11th. Final grant 
awards will be made at the KDO Annual 
Meeting on May 12th.  A special thanks 
to those Circle members who are serving 
on this year’s Grant Committee. They are 
Susan Beard (Marjorie Post/Nightingale 
Circle), Susan Fulks (Progress Circle), 
Judith Barringer (Willing Circle), Sharon 
Heflin (Friendship Circle), Clemilee 
Patterson (Mary Lawrence Circle), 
Donna Moler (Grateful Daughters Circle), 
Sally Cadagin (Margaret Garfield Circle), 
Angela Parrish (Mary H. Blackstock 
Circle) and Jennifer Sylvia (Polly Roesch 
Circle).

Suzie Fessler, Mary H. Blackstock and 
1st Vice President

Our KDO Dollars Serving Seniors
 Grantees are asked to provide final 
reports highlighting how our money has 
helped, not only the organization, but any 
individual specifically. You will see from  
these heartwarming stories how truly 
important our grants are in the lives of 
individuals.
 Contact Ministries:  “Again this 
year we partnered with Complete Care 
Pharmacy here in Springfield. On one 
occasion John, the pharmacist from 
Complete Care, called and asked if we 
could help a 60 year old lady he knew 
was in the final stages of cancer. Up until 
her cancer diagnosis she had worked 
with wonderful insurance, now she 
found herself in the ‘doughnut hole’ with 
no financial resources. Thanks to your 
generosity we were able to help her.”
 The Salvation Army: “A frail, nervous 
61-year old woman came to our corps 
seeking assistance from us….She 
explained the many difficulties she was 
dealing with in her life at this time. She 
recently lost her job due to company 
cutbacks. Her insurance provider ended 
as well, since coverage was through 
her employer. On top of that she was 
diagnosed with breast cancer….She had 
no way to purchase her pain or lifesaving 
prescriptions…..We quickly contacted 
the pharmacy for which we work with 
through your program. The pharmacy 

lowered the cost of the medications 
for the woman, and we were able to 
purchase the medication for a little over 
$300.00. Without your program, it would 
have been very difficult for us to provide 
the funding. Your grant assisted us to 
help keep this woman alive!”
 Senior Services of Central Illinois: 
“The KDO grant contributed $2 per meal 
to the cost of preparing and distributing 
4,450 home-delivered meals. Daily Bread 
recently celebrated this success:  A man 
who has been dependent on home-
delivered meals has just decided to quit 
taking meals. He had fallen, had surgery 
accompanied by several complications, 
and unable to manage his needs. In 
December 2013 he told our staff his 
health has improved so much that he 
is now physically able, and mentally 
eager, to get out to the grocery store 
and prepare his own meals. He credits 
Daily Bread for helping him get well and 
become independent again.”
 This is just a small sample of what 
our grants monies are able to do in our 
community.  Thousands of lives are 
directly affected by our ability to fund 
essential and deserving organizations like 
those just highlighted!

Suzie Fessler, Mary H. Blackstock and 1st 
Vice President
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Please Welcome 
Our New 
Members:

Shawn Andrews, Progress
Sandy Armbruster, Progress

Carol Armstrong, Margaret Garfield
Jennifer Bormann, Progress
Diane Brinkman, Progress 

Rachel Broughton, Grateful Daughters
Audra Burks, Progress

Janet Cook, Mary H. Blackstock
Carrie Elliott, Polly Roesch

Shirley Gemberling, Margaret Garfield
Marci Irvine, Grateful Daughters

Connie Locher-Bussard, 
Grateful Daughters 

Judy Lucas, Polly Roesch
Sharon Nation, Mary A Lawrence
Beverly J. Orr, Grateful Daughters

Carolyn Randall, Progress
Connie Stelle, Margaret Garfield

Jennifer Sylvia, Polly Roesch

Deceased
Willing Circle’s Lady: 

Velma Rodgers 
February 10, 1914 – 

January 29, 2014

Past Member: 
Cinda Gebben 

February 17, 1937 – 
December 7, 2013

Employee from the 
Kings Daughter’s Home: 

Rose Saner
December 20, 1942 – 

January 22, 2014

Rose Saner
Rose was a Housekeeper at King’s 
Daughters Home for many years.  She 
was a dedicated employee who worked 
very hard.  Keeping the home spotless 
and the ladies happy was her goal and 
nothing less would do.  She was a 
petite woman whose strength and agility 
always amazed those around her.  Rose 
moved quickly and always worried about 
breaking something that belonged to one 
of the ladies.  Just in case it might occur, 
Rose made sure that I was aware that it 
was a hazard of her job.  Rose worked 
with me early on when I first became 
Administrator of the Home.  It makes 
me smile just remembering her and her 
motto, “Cleanliness is next to Godliness”.

Velma Rodgers
Velma was an amazing woman.  I first 
met her when she was a member of 
Esther Circle coming into the Home to 
volunteer.  On a number of occasions, 
she played the piano for worship 
services.  When she made the decision 
to enter the Home as a resident, she was 
still an active member of her circle (then 
Mary Vienna-Esther Circle).  In fact, she 

had to resign from serving as a Board 
member because she felt it was a conflict 
of interest.  Velma always put others’ 
needs before her own.  Her grandson and 
his children were her pride and joy.  She 
loved assisting with raising the young 
men but never wanted her declining 
health to interfere causing her to make 
the decision to live at the Home.  While 
at KDH and at Illinois Presbyterian Home, 
Velma continued to share her talent at the 
piano until her sight prevented her ability 
to play to her own expectations.  As her 
health declined, it became necessary for 
her to move to Regency where we were 
reunited again.  On her 95th birthday, her 
grandson arranged a huge card shower 
for her.  I do believe she received a great 
deal more than the goal of 95 cards.  A 
fitting tribute to a woman who if you sent 
a card to her, you almost always received 
one in return telling you how much 
she appreciated your kindness.  Velma 
exemplified the meaning of being Christ-
like.

Thoughts from Maryann Walker, former 
Home administrator and member of 
Friendship Circle

Festival Fun Again…..
 For the past several years members of KDO have 
had great fun decorating a tree for Memorial Medical 
Center’s Festival of Trees. We gather one day to 
select ornaments and decorations; then….. the big 
day arrives….. and holiday beauty is created!  
 It is a great way to “showcase”  that KDO is still 
a very active organization involved in our community.  
This year we even planted an idea for Christmas gifts 
by displaying a cookbook under the tree!
 The KDO volunteers included Diana Dedrick, 
Susan Fulks, Karen Sanders, Erin Staab, Brenda 
Staab and Jone VanWinkle.

Submitted by Brenda Staab, Mary H. Blackstock

In Memory of...
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The Polly Roesch Circle 
had a special January 
Monthly meeting! 
Each member agreed 
to buy 1.5 yards of a 
solid fleece and 1.5 
of a matching printed 
fleece. They had a 
short business meeting 
and then set up a table 
and made beautifully 
warm blankets.  Most 
were donated to elderly 
chemotherapy patients, 
but also offered some 
to the Margaret Garfield Circle to share with seniors who may need a little extra warmth 
on the Friday Daily Bread delivery.  What a wonderful gesture!  Thank you Polly Roesch 
Circle for living the KDO mission!

KDO Gifts
November 7, 2013 to 

February 15, 2014

IN MEMORY OF

Joan Cazel 
by Mary Dowson Smith

Marian Harris 
by KDO Margaret Garfield Circle

Willa Jean Jones 
by Evelyn Yurdin

Velma Rodgers 
by Sharon Zook

GIFTS TO THE 
KDO FUND

Willa Fuhrken
Susan Hammond

Clara Hobbs
Rachel Mills

Michele Reavy
Kim Rusciolelli
Sharon Zook

KDO Progress Circle

IN HONOR OF

William A. Heflin 
by KDO Friendship Circle

KDO Progress Circle 
by Deanna Funk

What a Warm Fuzzy Feeling

Getting to Know your KDO Friends
Mary A. Lawrence Circle Member Cleo 
Lee and Gene Hoke were married on 
November 30th, 2013, at Halls Ferry 
Christian Church in Florissant, Missouri.
Minister David Hoke, son of the groom, 
performed 
the 
ceremony, in 
the presence 
of families 
of the bride 
and groom.  
A reception 
was held at 
Vocovellis 
Italian 
Restaurant 
following the ceremony.  Cleo and Gene 
honeymooned in St. Augustine, Florida.  
They are currently sharing homes in 
Springfield and Scottsburg, Indiana.

Our best wishes to this lovely new 
couple!

Evelyn Yurdin, Mary H. Blackstock 
Circle,  gave a brown bag presentation 
on Crystal Bridges Museum of American 
Art on January 31, 2014 at Noon in 
The Michael Victor II Art Library at the 
Springfield Art Association . 
Evelyn did a wonderful presentation 
explaining many details of Crystal 
Bridges’ permanent collection which 
spans five centuries of American 
masterworks. The Museum’s collection 
includes major works by Lichtenstein, 
O’Keeffe, Rockwell and Warhol. The 
building itself is a work of art, designed 
by Moishe Safdie,  nestling into the 
rolling Arkansas terrain and hovers over 
a wandering stream. Walking trails and 
outdoor sculpture add greatly to the total 
experience. Avid museum and world 
travelers, Evelyn and her husband, Don, 
collect studio glass art. 
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2013 Grantee Offers Monthly Senior 
Luncheons
 The Greater All Nations Tabernacle Church of God in Christ Senior luncheons are 
held monthly throughout Sangamon County.  The goal of the Greater All Nations senior 
luncheon program is to link seniors to services available to them, educate and promote 
mental and physical health to deter the onset of dementia and, above all, increase the 
laughter in their lives.
 Our luncheon series started in 2013 with Judy Shackelford, PhD. R.N. with the 
St. Johns College of Medicine.  She encouraged the seniors to have annual checkups.  
There was a breast cancer education exercise to learn how to do self-exams at home.  

A Visit with Barbara Archer
 The Mary  A. Lawrence Circle is 
honored to claim Barbara as a long-time 
member. Some of us are familiar with 
Barbara’s volunteer history we would like to 
spend a few minutes exploring the woman 
behind the legend.
 Barbara was born in Springfield and 
graduated from Springfield High.  After 
college, Barbara returned to Springfield 
to begin her teaching career at Jefferson 
Junior High.  She then taught at Lawrence 
9th Grade Center, Franklin Middle School, 
Southeast High School and Springfield High 
School.  Her teaching career spanned 33 
years,  not only teaching but sponsoring 
many speech and drama school events.
 Barbara’s teaching expanded outside of 
the classroom, with many of her students 
becoming life-long friends.  She assisted 
in planning special weddings and wedding 
receptions for some of those kids who 
called her “Mom”.  More recently, after 
the Katrina Disaster, she was instrumental 
in getting one of these families relocated 
back to the Springfield area.  She then 
orchestrated a blitz of activity, including 
finding appropriate housing, furniture 
and clothing for the young family.  KDO 
members graciously supplied some of the 
articles needed.
 Her teaching qualifications have also 
been put to good use as she continues 
to volunteer at the Abraham Presidential 
Museum and Library, where she shares 
information with not only Springfield area 
residents, but people from throughout the 
state of Illinois and from many international 
countries as well. She has touched many 
lives sharing her cooking expertise. Visitors 
to New Salem State Park have enjoyed 
her hearth cooking, most notably her 
incredible chicken and noodles.  Barbara’s 
volunteerism at these two well-visited sites 
has endeared her to people around the 
world!
 Barbara’s family includes her own 
biological kids as well.  Her son and 
daughter-in-law live in Sherwood, Oregon, 
and two grandchildren as well.  Her pride 

in her family is evident as she talks about 
their activities and events.  Barbara was 
widowed in 2004, and has many precious 
memories of the life she and Bill shared.
 During her KDO Presidency she 
developed a family relationship with many 
resident ladies at the Home.  Barbara 
was often found car-pooling residents to 
community events, shopping expeditions 
and funerals.  She frequently provided 
a Home presence when Director Mary 
Ann Walker had board meetings or other 
activities to attend.
 Although health issues have caused 
Barbara to slow down a bit, this past year 
she again orchestrated her Springfield 
High School class reunion. She hosted 
an enjoyable cocktail party at her home, 
followed by a scrumptious dinner at the 

Illini Country Club.  She also worked 
tirelessly on the KDO Cookbook, Dining 
With The Daughters, as well as to insure it 
would be showcased at the ALPLM.
Her KDO family continues to rank high in 
her thoughts and actions, and Barbara’s 
hopes for the future are that KDO “Stay the 
course”.  She is so happy that KDO has 
helped many more people  than would have 
been possible if the Home had not been 
sold.
 Barbara Archer, we salute you as 
co-worker, volunteer, community-minded 
contributor, but most of all as a friend.

Submitted by Mona Taylor,  Mary A. 
Lawrence Circle and Maryann Walker, 
Friendship Circle 

A few Mary Lawrence Circle members sharing a meeting and “chuckle” with Barbara.
(far right)

continued on page 7
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Early detection is the best protection.  
As we learned about the importance of 
the physical exams, we also included 
physical exercise.  
 Justin Yuroff introduced to many 
luncheon attendees the art of chair 
exercise.  Exercise can be effective from 
the chair, strengthens the muscles and 
decreases the likelihood of falling.  No 
need to say “I don’t have weights, so I 
cannot exercise”.  Justin demonstrated 
the use of canned goods as weights. 
Soon after doing chair exercise you may 
want to even get up and dance out of 
your seat. 
 Our luncheon promoted health with 
use of colors.  We went Pink for Breast 
Cancer Awareness and Red for Heart 
Health education.  Think pink to promote 
the importance of mammograms and 
self-exams.  The Red reminds us the 
number of deaths that are caused due 

to heart failure. Seniors are working 
to maintain a happy healthy heart. We 
do not preserve a particular month for 
awareness. Every luncheon promotes 
wellness.
 It is important to keep the minds of 
seniors active. We brought back the days 
of Monte Hall and played Let’s Make a 
Deal. The Joker was in the audience. We 
have now moved to word art with our 
bodies.  Word art promotes mental and 
physical activity. Attendees are divided 
up to create a word using their bodies for 
the audience to guess.  The favorite word 
portrayed of 2013 is Faith!  
 The grant from the King’s 
Daughters has developed our lunch box 
presentations to a monthly luncheon 
services, which has a positive impact in 
lives of many seniors in our community. 
 
Sandra Douglas, Program Administrator
Greater All Nations Tabernacle Church of 
God in Christ

Christmas bingo at Illinois Fair Hills Presbyterian Home

KDO Circles once again joined together to host the Annual Christmas 
Bingo Party for the residence at the Illinois Fair Hills Presbyterian Home.  
The attendees enjoyed many wonderful treats as well as small gift bags 
provided by KDO.

Senior Luncheons 
continued from page 6
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