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King’s Daughters 
Organization 

veloped policies and pro-
cedures and learned of 
and about the many area 
organizations and how 
they help seniors.  Pres-
entations to the Commit-
tee by a large number of 
qualifying groups were 
eye opening.  Spring-
field’s seniors have so 
many needs and help 
is so limited.  To our 
knowledge, KDO is the 
only area organization 
with the sole mission of 
serving the elderly.  
When the procedures 
were in place, the Sanga-
mon County Community 
Foundation (SCCF) pub-
licized our program and 
specified the due date for 
brief preliminary applica-
tions.  We were ecstatic 
when we received eleven 
applications our first 
year.  The total money 
requested was $155,000 
and varied from $5,000 
to $25,000. The prelimi-
nary applications were 
studied and evaluated by 
the Grants Committee, 
comprised of one mem-
ber of each circle and the 
non-voting chair person, 

A bright sunny morning 
welcomed May 12, 2008.  
Excitement filled the air 
as Joanne Roderick, her 
committee members, and 
members of the host cir-
cle, Marjorie Post, set-up 
for the proceedings.  
Colorful Gerber daisies 
brightened the atmos-
phere a little more.  The 
tables were set, the regis-
tration desk was ready, 
guests place cards in 
place, and our new 
King’s Daughters Or-
ganization banner set the 
background on the stage.  
Better than 45 percent of 
the membership and 28 
guests had reservations 
for the King’s Daughters 
Organization’s One 
Hundred Fifteenth An-

nual Corporation 
Meeting.   

Today KDO’s first grant 
presentations would be 
made.  As a body, King’s 
Daughters Home mem-
bers physically can only 
help so many people.  As 
a Home, we physically 
could assist only so many 
people at a given time.  
Now as KDO, our 
grants to non-profit or-
ganizations that provide 
special services for senior 
citizens, both men and 
women, can benefit hun-
dreds of people every 
year.  How overwhelm-
ing! 

In this first year of grant-
ing, our Serving the 
Elderly Committee de-
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It is with great 
honor that I 
begin my year 
as the president 
of this 115 year 
old tradition.  
The last few 
years have been 
difficult, but, as 
in the past, we 
have overcome 

our difficulties and are moving forward 
with resolve to make a difference in this 
community.  

The excitement of the first year of 
grants, with $60,000 being given to 
fund new and innovative services and 
projects for the elderly of this commu-
nity, is almost overwhelming. As I 
spoke to the members of 
the 7 non-profit organiza-
tions to whom we provided 
funds, I was amazed at the 
joy and excitement that this 
funding brings to them and 
their constituents.    

As I look forward to the 
2008 - 2009 year, I sense a 
synergy and desire to con-
tinue the closeness of our circles and 
members which grew from our togeth-
erness during our reorganization. 

In discussing this with the Executive 
Committee, we have agreed that the 
areas of focus for this year need to be 
increasing our membership and looking 
at ways to increase our endowment in 
order to guarantee that we can continue 
another 100 years of giving. (Those sit-
ting on the Grants Committee can at-
test to these needs even this first year!) 

Another area that needs attention is 
Public Relations both in the community 
and among our membership.  We want 
members to feel the value of being a 
part of an organization that is doing 

such enormous good and helping so 
many that need our assistance. In addi-
tion we want the community to recog-
nize us and know who we are.   

The final area of focus is the King’s 
Daughters Organization Progress Circle 
Luncheon and Style Show.  The Pro-
gress Circle, our largest circle, has 
opened its arms and offered partner-
ship with all of the circles to provide 
and promote the 62nd annual event.  
This event can continue to promote 
King’s Daughters Organization, and as 
the circles and members did over 100 
years ago, we can increase our endow-
ment and consequently our gifts by  
becoming active participants in organiz-
ing this 62 year old tradition. 

Donna Jean Gibney and the 
board led us through the tough 
times of closing the home that 
we provided for so long and to 
which our members and activi-
ties related.  We owe a huge 
thanks to her, the board of di-
rectors, and the other members 
who participated for their re-
solve and foresight.  Thank you 
for leading us through this.  

These ladies were just what we needed 
at this time in our history.  The love 
and commitment our members have 
given over these 115 years, and con-
tinue to give, have and will make an 
incredible difference in this community.  
What an overwhelming commitment! 

So I ask: “What can each of us do to 
assist in service and effort to make this 
year a ‘bang up year’ as we continue the 
work of those who preceded us?”   

We can continue to make this Midwest 
town a little bit better place for all.                               

 Together, we can make it happen. 

Sincerely, Cathy Schwartz 

A Letter from the President 

“IT IS WITH 

GREAT HONOR 

THAT I BEGIN MY 

YEAR AS THE 

PRESIDENT OF 

THIS 115 YEAR 

OLD TRADITION.“  
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sings in Christ the King’s choirs.  
A 3 year member of Progress Cir-
cle, she is proud of what KDO has 
accomplished in that time and 
looks forward to being part of 
KDO’s future.  

Second Vice President Maryann 
Walker (44) is a Philadelphian and 
graduate of Chestnut Hill College.  
She met her husband Bill while she 
was in college and he was in the 
Navy.  Her son William Jr. (Billy to 
us) attends Kendall College and 
Ryan (the King’s Daughters baby) 
attends Lincoln Land Community 
College.  A 4 year member of 
Friendship Circle, she began her 
long-term care “career” volunteer-
ing at a nursing home during high 
school.  She began her dream job 
as KDH administrator in 1989 and 
became Administrator at Regency 
Nursing Care in November 2003.  
She enjoys family and friends, bi-
cycling, gardening, camping, travel-
ing, and fashion design.   

Secretary Nadine Neumeis-
ter (47) has lived in Springfield for 
12 years and been a member of the 
Margaret Garfield Circle for 8 
years.  Previously a laboratory 
technician working in hematology 
and blood transfusion, her spouse 
Mike is the head of the Depart-
ment of plastic surgery at SIU 
School of Medicine.  She enjoys 
being a stay at home mom (when 
she can) to three girls: Evyn (18), 
Taylor (16), and Avery (12).  She 
has been a member of the Board 
of Directors for the Springfield Art 
Association, Memorial Medical 
Foundation, and served as secre-
tary of the Sangamon County 
Medical Society Alliance. 

Treasurer Brenda Staab has lived 
in Springfield for 27 years but was 
raised just down the road in the 

The excitement and enthusiasm 
that transgressed at the annual 
meeting provided an opportunity to 
actually envision the extent of 
KDO’s expanded mission to serve 
the elderly.  We have a young, vi-
brant group of ladies as the corner-
stones of our 2008-2009 Execu-
tive Committee who are capable 
of “helping us grow”.  All of them 
were vital members of the commit-
tees that coined our process of re-
organization, but some may not be 
familiar to all of you.  These ladies 
have great vim, vigor, and vitality, 
as well as being well rounded, 
knowledgeable, and experienced. 

President Cathy Schwartz (47) is a 
native of Springfield and has spent 
almost her entire life here, except 
for college and a brief stay in St. 
Louis.  Cathy is currently a benefits 
broker at RW Troxell and Co.  She 
served on the first board for Habi-
tat for Humanity of Sangamon 
County (where she met her hus-
band John Shafer, a local architect) 
and she is past president of the 
Springfield Parks Foundation.  She 
loves yoga, cooking, gardening, and 
traveling.  She has three daughters: 
Shelly (25), Katie (23), and Emma, 
a lovely, likeable, lively 9 year old 
who keeps her busy.  She joined the 
Mary H. Blackstock Circle in 2002. 

First Vice President Sue Shevlin 
(50) has lived in Springfield for 10 
years.  She met husband Bruce on 
the football field at U of I; he was 
her football coach; obviously they 
support the Fighting Illini.  They 
lived in Bloomington, IL, and Sar-
tell, MN, where she was vice presi-
dent of the Medical Alliance.  Chil-
dren are Bret who graduated from 
Quincy College in May, John (24), 
and Katie (21).  An avid volunteer 
in her children’s schools, she also 

Rochester.  She and husband Mark 
(Staab Funeral Home) have been 
married 15 years and have 2 chil-
dren, Erin (13) and Mark II (12).  
She enjoys time with her family 
and entertaining friends.  A 10 year 
member of the Mary H. Blackstock 
Circle and a 2 year member of the 
executive committee, she worked 
for the Iron Workers for 14 years, 
the Kerasotes Corporation, and 
Dino Laurentis in Chicago. 

Assistant Treasurer Diana 
Dedrick (56) is a spritely lady.   A 
Navy brat until 1st grade, she has 
lived in the Rochester area since 
the age of 5.  She met her husband, 
Mike, when he was teaching and 
coaching at Rochester Junior High 
School.  She was employed for 30 
years by the Teamsters Union, re-
tiring in November 2005.  She has 
been a member of Progress Circle 
since 2001 but was an avid atten-
dee of the Progress Circle Benefit 
for years before that.  She loves 
bowling, boating/jet skiing, motor-
cycle riding (as a passenger) and 
since retiring, volunteering.   

Barbara Archer, Assistant Secre-
tary, is a Springfield native, a 17 
year member of the Mary A. Law-
rence Circle, KDH past president 
and 7 year executive committee 
member.  Retired from School 
District 186, she is a former presi-
dent and executive director of the 
Vachel Lindsay Association, for-
mer editor of the Illinois Retired 
Teachers Association Newsletter 
and continues as a historic site in-
terpreter at Lincoln’s New Salem 
(hearth cookery her favorite task) 
and the Abraham Lincoln Presi-
dential Library/Museum.  Son 
David and family live in Sherwood, 
OR. 

Meet Your Executive Committee 
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Services of Central Illinois 
gave a brief presentation of 
how that organization and 
its patrons have benefited 
from the van purchased 
with the help of a $30,000 
donation just a year ago, 
our initial gift. 

Our guests were seated 
among the membership so 
we had the opportunity to 
learn about them and they 
about KDO.  Grant com-
mittee members hosted our 
grant recipient representatives.  

• Eileen Ensel (Mary H. 
Blackstock) hosted Tim Ryer-
son, Executive Director, and 
Peter Tosh, Community Out-
reach Coordinator, from the 
American Red Cross. 

• Maryann Walker 
(Friendship) hosted Bill Kinzle, 
new Executive Director, and 
Jennifer Isringhausen, President 
of the Board, from Contact 
Ministries. 

• Posy Flatt (Margaret Gar-
field) hosted Sandra Douglas, 
Trustee Board Member, and 
Theresa Davis, Pastor Davis’ 
wife, of Greater All Nations 
Tabernacle Church of God in 
Christ. 

• Caroline Cunningham 
(Grateful Daughters) hosted 
Patricia Griffith, Executive Di-
rector of Hudelson Region, and 
Barbara McKean, President of 
the Advisory Council, from 
Kids Hope United- Hudelson 
Region. 

• Barbara Bahr (Marjorie 
Post) hosted Teresa Wyatt and 
Beverly Oferlind from the 
Loami Area Community Pan-
try. 

• Pat Cross (Progress) 
hosted Teresa Reiser, Directory 
of Neuromuscular Sciences, and 
Elena Kesalis, Executive Direc-
tor of the Memorial Medical 
Center Foundation, from Me-
morial Medical Center- Re-
habilitation Services. 

the first vice president.  We 
were overjoyed with the re-
sponse.  We were overwhelmed 
by the need.  Although every 
request was valid and excellent, 
the group had to be trimmed.  
Seven applicants were asked to 
submit a detailed grant applica-

tion.  In the final evaluation, the 
committee chose to grant 
awards to each of these groups.  
When the recipients were noti-
fied, they were as happy and 
joyful as the Grants Committee 
members. 

To add to the festivities, 
Pauline (Polly) Roesch (97) 
sang the Star Spangled Banner.  
Her stunning vocalization was 
so beautiful… those high notes 
and all.  How refreshing a way 
to begin this special day.   

Mayor Tim Davlin presented a 
proclamation naming the day 
King’s Daughters Day. 

Karen Schainker of the Senior 

A New Era... continued from Page 1  

Pauline (Polly) Roesch sang the Star 
Spangled Banner to kick off the 
2008 Annual Corporation Meeting. 

Donna Jean Gibney (R) “passes the 
gavel” to KDO’s new President, Cathy 
Schwartz (L), at the meeting.   

KDO Board member Joanne Roderick, INB 
Investment Manager Pat Phalen, and KDO 
Assistant Secretary Barbara Archer.  
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Organization Amount Use of Funds 

American Red Cross  $   10,000 To support the work of the Meals on Wheels pro-
gram, ensuring the continuation of free and dis-
counted special dietary meals to seniors 

Contact Ministries        5,000 To provide emergency prescriptions to clients 
over 55 years of age 

Greater All Nations Tabernacle 
     Church of God in Christ        5,000 To provide health workshops for seniors and to 

expand monthly senior educational meetings 

Kids Hope United – 
     Hudelson Region        9,000 

To assist the Foster Grandparent program in 
matching low income senior volunteers with at-
risk children in their communities 

Loami Area Community Pantry        5,000 To support the new initiative of providing spe-
cialty items needed by senior clientele 

Memorial Medical Center – 
     Rehabilitation Services       21,000 

To fund low vision technology equipment needed 
for comprehensive evaluation, treatment, educa-
tion and training for visually impaired adults 

Springfield Fire Department         5,000 To purchase and install smoke detectors for the 
Remembering When Program 

     TOTAL  $   60,000   

2008 KDO Grant Distribution 

Mary Larson (Willing) hosted 
Captain Bill Capella and Fire 
Marshall Dale Simpson from the 
Springfield Fire Department. 

Committee chairperson, Cathy 
Schwartz, and President Donna 
Jean Gibney made the presen-
tations.  Throughout the cere-
mony smiles and hugs abounded 
on stage; perusing the audience-  
the smiles beamed from one 
face to the next.  By all appear-
ances, we were again on the road 
to serving the elderly in style.  

These presentations and the re-

actions made it very clear- our 
mission can and will help 
Springfield, the non-profit or-
ganizations involved, and hun-

dreds and eventually thousands 
of the elderly.  The KDO mis-
sion can live forever.  We have 
established the types of grants 
we wish to present.  In distant 
years, if something should hap-
pen to KDO, our granting 
process will continue following 
our guidelines through the aus-
pices of our King’s Daughters 
Organization Fund at the     
Sangamon County Community 
Foundation.   

What a beginning… 

...and we see no end. 

A New Era… continued from Page 4 

Springfield Mayor Tim Davlin and San-
gamon County Community Foundation     
Executive Director John Stremsterfer.  
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Throughout the last three years, 
Donna Jean Gibney has spent 
endless hours finding solutions, 
formulating criteria, and address-
ing whatever other concerns we 
encountered for KDH.   

The first step was closing the 
home and caring for the resi-
dents.  The next was selling the 
home and removing all contents, 
records, etc.  Then came re-
search, research, and research 
followed by paper work, paper 
work, and paper work.  Only 
those on the many committees 
and those who sat in the hours 

and hours of meetings and at-
tempted to digest the pages and 
pages of data she had authored to 
make our reorganization success-
ful can truly appreciate the depth 
of her skill and expertise.    

Seldom has an organization such 
as ours reorganized as thoroughly 
and successfully as King’s 
Daughters has.   

Words cannot express the mem-
bership’s gratitude to Donna 
Jean.  We can best say it in the 
line “You were in the right place 
at the right time.”   

We simply say “thank you” and 
hope you know it truly comes 
from our hearts.   

Thank You, Donna Jean 

Past President             
Donna Jean Gibney 

Mary Vienna/Esther Circle 
Disbands 

Mary Vienna/Esther Circle was 
organized in March, 1996.  Two 
circles’ memberships were di-
minishing greatly in number and 
voted to join together.  The first 
leader of the combined circle 
was Virginia Smith.   

Mary Vienna Circle indicates 
its first leader was Mary Semple 
in 1943, the same year Esther 
Circle reports its first president 
as Sue Crowder.    

The circle members participated 
in different activities for KDH.  
In the earlier years, each circle 
sponsored a room, with Mary 
Vienna sponsoring the hospital 
room until it was eliminated. 
The members enjoyed visiting 
and supporting the Home, and 
especially in the later years, car-
ing for their assigned ladies.  A 
member left $10,000 to the cir-
cle providing them with extra 
funds to financially assist the 
Home.  They provided new 
lighting in the back garden area 

and the front walk at the home, 
installed a beautiful angel foun-
tain and bench in the garden, 
and supplied the Home’s ice-
maker for a year for the con-
venience of the residents. 

We will miss their members, 
especially Dorothy Ray’s ever 
smiling face at the board meet-
ings.  However, the members of 
the circle hope to join another 
circle en masse and continue to 
be a part of KDO. 

 

Circle News and Views 
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KDO’s New Dimension    

standards for the new Grants 
Committee.    

The final results of these efforts 
are the grant awards themselves.  
The Grants Committee has suc-
cessfully selected worthy or-
ganizations who can partner 
with the King’s Daughters Or-
ganization to “serve the eld-
erly”. 

The Grants Committee was 
comprised of one member from 
each circle.  Each circle elected 
the committee member of its 
choice.  The Committee is 
chaired by the first vice presi-
dent, a non-voting member.  
Members included: 

Cathy Schwartz-Chair              
 (Mary H. Blackstock) 

Barbara Archer                        
 (Mary A. Lawrence) 

A new dimension was added to 
the long history of KDO this 
year as we developed our grant 
program as a new means of 
serving the elderly.  KDO has 
always provided services to sen-
iors and to our community 
through the volunteer efforts of 
our members and circles.  Now 
we can provide services by con-
tributing financially to other 
non-profit organizations that 
assist seniors in Sangamon 
County. 

In this inaugural year for grant-
making from the King’s Daugh-
ters Organization Fund, we 
must acknowledge both the 
Serving the Elderly Commit-
tee and the Grants Committee. 

These Committees worked dili-
gently to develop policies and 
procedures for the awards and 

Barbara Bahr                           
 (Marjorie Post Circle) 

Caroline Cunningham  
 (Grateful Daughters) 

Maryann Walker (Friendship) 

Pat Donnelly Cross (Progress) 

Posy Flatt (Margaret Garfield) 

Dorothy Ray                     
 (Mary Vienna/Esther) 

Lois Koenig (Nightingale) 

Mary Larson (Willing) 

Willa Jean Jones                 
 (Mary H. Blackstock) 

KDO members owe a great big 
THANK YOU to both the 
Serving the Elderly Committee 
and the Grants Committee!   

Congratulations to both and to 
all our 2008 grant recipients. 

Several new members are 
joining the former mem-
bers of the advisory 
board.  They are an out-
going and very knowl-
edgeable group of people.  
We thank them for being 
willing to give of their 
time for King’s Daugh-
ters.     

• Debbie Deoper- Area 
Agency on Aging for Lin-
coln Land 

• Joel Gustafson- War-
ren Boynton Financial 
Center               

• Robert Nauert- Ker-
ber, Eck, and Braeckel 

• Bev Neisler- SHG, 
VP of  Insttutional Ad-
vancement 

• Don O’Neal- Univer-
sity of Illinois Springfield 

• Barb Schwartz- IL 
Department on Aging 

Advisory Board Members 

Friends and advisors of KDO met for breakfast at 
the Illini County Club in May.  (L-R) Todd Anderson, 
John Stremsterfer, Joel Gustafson, Bev Neisler, 
Pam McClelland (representing Robert Nauert), and 
Don O’Neal.    
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would be closed.  Emotionally, 
this challenge drained many of 
our members, but intellectually, 
we responded and voted for the 
closing with tears in our eyes 
and aches in our hearts.  The 
decision was made… now to 
notify those involved.  Staff 
was informed with provisions 
for their remaining time.  Resi-
dents and their families were 
informed and told we would do 
everything possible to assist the 
ladies and their families and 
definitely would maintain our 
care and love for our ladies 
wherever they might live.  We 
would assist in the transition, 
and we would continue our lov-
ing relationships with our ladies.  
Our circles of love would 
continue.  We encountered 
shock, tears, misunderstanding, 
disbelief; emotions were ram-
pant… but our able executive 
committee quieted many of the 
fears and our board members 
comforted the residents. 

Shortly thereafter, we were noti-
fied that housing for all of our 
residents was available with a 
new wing opening at Fair Hills 
Residence.  This sounded 
great, but we would not tell our 
ladies where they had to go.  
We held a Residence Fair and 
invited representatives of the 
four facilities most comparable 
to ours to come and provide 
information about their facilities 
to our residents and their fami-
lies.  That day, every one of our 
residents made arrangements 
with one of the facilities.  A 

Following the May 2005 annual 
meeting, it was apparent to the 
KDH officers and directors that 
“something had to change”.  
After one hundred and thirteen 
years of providing a home for 
elderly ladies, our future looked 
very dim, our demise impending.  
The very direct reports of Pat 
Phalen, investment office, and 
Todd Anderson, accountant, 
had a traumatic impact.  We no 
longer could turn a deaf ear to 
our financial status.  We had 
known it was dubious since we 
began withdrawing money from 
the endowment for expenses… 
but who wanted to tackle it?   

Now, it was definitive… the in-
coming Board of Directors had 
no option.  This was a path 
none of them had seriously con-
sidered when they accepted di-
rectorships.  Pat and Todd had 
made it clear, in one syllable 
words with visual proof positive, 
that if the status quo remained 
the same, we would diminish 
our endowment fund to zero 
and have to close the Home by 
2010.  Although the financial 
concern had been in some of 
our minds for years… the rash 
reality “hit home hard”! 

Realizing that we had to act 
NOW, we began.  Following 
many discussions, proposals, 
and ideas, it was decided that we 
absolutely could not continue 
with our mission as it was.  The 
only answer was- a miracle.  
Some felt that miracle would hap-
pen; some hoped it would hap-

pen; the residents knew it would 
happen; others knew that a mira-
cle of $600,000 annually was 
not a likelihood.  “What about 
our ladies” was the sentiment 
that loomed in our minds and 
in our hearts.  BUT… what 
about our ladies... if we do 
nothing?  

Eventually, a proposal to close 
the Home while we were still 
financially stable enough to 
continue our current mission or 
a new mission was presented to 
the Board of Directors and the 
circles.  The first King’s 
Daughters circle organized 
in 1888.  They incorporated in 

1893 with one mission and 
opened the Home in 1895.  Our 
goal was to be here another 
hundred years, not quietly ac-
cept our demise.   

Circles regularly were advised 
by directors and executive offi-
cers of the organization’s possi-
ble options.  Responses varied 
greatly.  We knew we would 
have opposition, but we knew 
the best option was to set a date 
to close the Home and assist 
our residents with finding new 
housing.  The date was set, 
April 30, 2007, the Home 

Mission Accomplished 



PAGE 9 VOLUME 2, ISSUE 1 

move we had thought would 
take place in the spring of 2007 
began shortly in late April of 
2006.  All of the residents were 
moved and settled elsewhere by 
the May 2007, annual meeting. 

Circle members inventoried the 
home (47 rooms); valuable items 
were auctioned; the remainder 
were sold at a tag sale.  We ap-
proached Springfield College 
in Illinois to see if they might 
be interested in purchasing the 
building.  They were more than 
ready to visit the Home that 
week.  September brought the 
closing on the sale.  Our secre-
tary maintained our, now rental, 
office at the Home until June 
2007… when she and an officer 
orchestrated the final move of 
our belongings, some to a new 
office for a few months until we 
eliminated hired staff, some to 
storage at the Sangamon County 
Community Foundation (SCCF), 
the rest to various officers’ resi-
dences.  That was one day they 
will never forget. 

Committees were formed to 
help determine our new direc-
tion, a new or expanded mis-

sion, legal issues, changes, etc.  
For 2 long years a large number 
of circle members chose to vol-
unteer for long, tedious, emo-
tional meetings to make the 
necessary decisions.  The final 
session was a series of Strategic 
Planning meetings with Dr. 
Don O’Neil as facilitator.  In 
those meetings, time and again, 
we discovered that although we 
did not think we were “on the 
same page”… our group re-
ports always indicated that, yes, 
we knew where and how we 
wanted to proceed.  Our mis-
sion “to serve the elderly” 
continued- just with a broader 
concept to help a broader audi-
ence.  In April 2007, a full 
membership meeting was held 
to vote on the recommenda-
tions.  Recommendations in-
cluded our mission, care of our 
endowment through SCCF, and 
our new name.  After that, we 
began our new activities with 
fervor. 

At the 2007 annual meeting, 
KDO, the new name officially 
accepted, donated $30,000 to 
the Senior Center of Central 

Illinois for the purchase of a 
van to assist their senior pro-
grams.  This was the birth of 
serving the elderly, men and 
women, via other organizations 
that service the elderly in one or 
more arenas. 

This past year the Serving the 
Elderly Committee (now Mis-
sion Committee) worked dili-
gently to create other outlets for 
us to fulfill our mission.  We 
continued caring for our ladies 
and our long term resident, be-
gan participating on other com-
munity volunteering activities 
via our circles, and developed 
our grant procedure.  Our first 
grant offering brought eleven 
grant requests, a large number 
for a first time granting proce-
dure.  At our May annual meet-
ing, we presented $60,000 in 
grants to seven organizations.  
From the stage the smiles on 
the faces of the recipients and 
our members reflected our suc-
cess. This was a day of excite-
ment and renewal for all.  We 
knew then that we will influence 
our community for another one 
hundred years. 

Mission… continued from Page 8 

…Elizabeth Chapin from  
 Progress Circle 
 
…Virginia Whipp from 
 Dorothy Rittenhouse, 
 Willing Circle,  
 and Sharon Zook   

Gifts have been made in 
honor of…. 
…Donna Jean Gibney from        
     Mr. and Mrs. C. Bryant Flatt 
KDO Pledge Drive          
Contribution….  
…Don and Carole Walton 

Gifts have been made in 
memory of…. 
…Connie Bostick from  
 Barbara Archer, 
 Donna Jean Gibney, 
 Marjorie Post Circle, 
 and Sharon Zook  

Memorials & Honorariums  



PAGE 10 KING’S DAUGHTERS ORGANIZATION 

tion readily available. 

The TV room seems so barren- 
a dining room annex, it is 
stuffed with little square tables 
and straight backed chairs. 

The dining room sports the hot 
food line ready with new dishes 
and flatware.  Small square ta-
bles sit on the west side of the 
room- each bearing a table cloth 
and set with paper napkins and 
generic condiments.  The east 
end of the south wall houses 
new juice and coffee machines, 
but a sizeable hole awaits the 
soft drink machine. 

The clock from the hallway wall 
now resides at the SCCF office, 
along with the brown marble 
top table, the brass lamp, and 
four of the upholstered side 
chairs from the library that give 
their waiting room a new look.  
The last to go to that new home 
was the crystal vase used for 
our Annual Memorial Service. 

The rest of the files, the one 
dropped by the movers (bulging 
but not emptied) reside along 
the east wall of the Myers Build-
ing basement storage room. 

The big old desk remains in the 
secretary's office along with the 
shredder (the most used piece 
of equipment this year) and one 
lone, feeble straight kitchen 
chair for visitors.  The last of 
KDH is nearly ready to leave 
541 Black Avenue.  The copier 
was moved to Senior Services 
of Central of Illinois on Mon-
day.  No more copying!  Hard 

June 26, 2007: Moving Day 

First thing this morning, we 
found Tim (KDH’s former 
cook) in the kitchen packing 
sandwiches and salads for 
lunches to take to SCI and Ursu-
line.  That is not what he was 
accustomed to preparing in that 
kitchen. 

The moving van arrived- then 
the Pepsi truck.  Shawn 
(Sodexho cafeteria manager) had 
the soda unloaded and brought 
in the front door since the mov-
ers were in the driveway... and as 
usual, the moving van could 
only get part way into the back 
parking lot because of that “low 
hanging telephone cable”. 

The nurse’s room stands empty- 
one lone file cabinet.  The cabi-
nets and sink are gone- a pink 
wall looms where the cabinets 
once were anchored- new 
plumbing protrudes from the 
wall, and the area awaits the 
dishwasher that sits in its crate 
down the hallway near the eleva-
tor- the east side, once the home 
of crossword puzzles “in pro-
gress”, sports a big ice machine, 
and the lone cabinet awaits its 
move to Amanda's new office.  
The old bathroom, sans all of 
the amenities, is the "staff" bath-
room- it certainly lacks the long 
time feminine touch and com-
fort. 

Mable Nestler's room at the 
west end of the hallway is almost 
empty; the boxes stacked on 
boxes on top of boxes and 
crowded so much that one could 

barely squirm to a box on the 
far wall are gone- some to stor-
age, many tossed after the re-
cords were shredded.  A few 
await transportation to SCCF or 
Amanda's office.  The rest of 
the items might fill six boxes.  

The staff break room by the 
back entrance, once filled be-
yond belief with boxes and 
boxes of KDH belongings, sits 
quietly and nearly empty- the 

refrigerator and white cabinet 
stand labeled and ready to go to 
Amanda's with a couple of 
boxes of worthwhile items.  
The stale coffee and creamer 
should not find a new home, but 
the plastic spoons need one.  
The room is a precious com-
modity- the only one available 
with soap, toilet paper, and pa-
per towels. 

Myrtle Rusciolelli's room is now 
vacant having housed the his-
toric records.  Gary Stockton of 
the ALPLM took most of it to 
the library; the rest went to our 
historian's garage.  The history 
committee- now minus Shirley 
Stoldt- will have the informa-

A Bittersweet Day to Remember 

The Home is again providing a resi-
dence… now for Springfield College in 
Illinois students.   



told her to look out and wave.  
Look and wave!  No way.  
Amanda trotted out to the Trol-
ley with her big smile to greet 
the ladies and their smiles were 
even bigger. 

It was a beautiful Home, love 
exuded from the home, walls, 
residents, and for many, many 
of its years a staff that loved 
them and cared for them.     

Those to whom it is so dear will 
never forget the old Italianate 
mansion at the "upper end of 
Sixth Street". 

~~~~~~~~ 

The era of King's Daughters 
Home is gone.  The era of 
King's Daughters Organization 
is in its infancy.  King's Daugh-
ters Home held an unequaled 
record in Springfield as a loving, 
caring, beautiful home for eld-
erly women.  It held a long, re-
spected position in the history 
of Springfield although it was 
often said that it was "the best 
kept secret in Springfield".   Al-
though it does not qualify 
for the historic site list, we did 
receive historic recognition in 
2007 at the Mayor's Awards for 
the 100+ years we maintained a 
loving home for elderly ladies.   

Our organization will grow 
again. We will continue to make 
our mark by making life better 
for the elderly.   

copy or files have to go to the 
SCCF secretary for copying.  
Sure hope Amanda gets the job 
of picking them up at their 
eighth floor office.  There will 
be no more last minute hand-
outs printed.  Directors will have 
to learn to take notes again. 

Amanda will finish packing to-
morrow, move to the new office 
Friday, and turn in her keys. 

The back gardens look very 
nice- a reception/open house 
held June 20th for campus or-
ganization officers prompted the 
clean-up.  One of the attendees 
related that the party was nearly 
a bust- very few came.    

Leftovers: the fountain- a bird 
bath- and memorial plaques that 
will be retrieved later when we 
find a home for them.  Mary 
Vienna/Esther’s angel fountain 
was to go to Fair Hills… but it is 
damaged beyond repair.   

In spite of watching our belong-
ings hauled into the moving van 
and rooms becoming emptier 
and emptier, the Home still re-
vealed its graciousness and open 
arms.  Is it anticipating the teen-
age students who will arrive in a 
few weeks?  Oh yes!  Those 
walls will still hear stories but 
those of younger women.  What 
a shock they may have.   

The halls and rooms were--- oh, 
oh so quiet.  I could see Ruth’s 
cats, hear Velma’s piano strains, 
and waited for the big clock in 
the sitting room to strike 
eleven.   

The raised bed garden that 
again overflows with orange 
mint, unwanted vines, and 
blank spaces is disquieting. The 
peacefulness and serenity is 
gone.  It no longer resembles 
the comforting, beautiful place 
of solitude where our ladies en-
joyed sitting in the shade on the 
memorial benches and could 
reach out and touch and smell 
the flowers and herbs without 
bending or reaching.   

Today the back gardens are 
manicured and still reflect the 
simplicity of beauty and soli-
tude.  One can almost see our 
ladies smelling the flowers, 
touching the trees, and just re-
laxing and enjoying one more day 
in this world as they slowly, 
carefully traverse the shady gar-
den walks and enjoy the many 
birds the bird feeders attract.   

The Home’s last "visitors": 

Our former residents- I am glad 
I missed their visit in some 
ways.  On the Progress Circle’s 
Trolley ride for the Fair Hill's 
residents, Diana Dedrick 
asked the Trolley driver to drive 
by the "Home" on the way to 
Lincoln Park.  She called 
Amanda from the Trolley and 
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Bittersweet Day… continued from Page 10 

“WE WILL CONTINUE 

TO MAKE OUR MARK BY 

MAKING LIFE BETTER 

FOR THE ELDERLY.“  
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