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King’s Daughters Circular

Support the KDO 
Mission

Checks dated June 
1st _ KDO MEMBERS 
ONLY  $20 PER COOK-
BOOK, after June 1st 
the price to members 
goes to $25. Retail 
$29.95 plus tax. Send 
your checks to: 

Katie Marinelli
344 Old Covered Bridge Road
Springfield, Il 62711 

or call 546-4115 or 
email jak.marinelli@gmail.com 
with any questions.

KDO 119th Annual Corporation Meeting
A total of 142 people (112 members and 
30 guests) enjoyed the 119th 
Annual Corporation Meeting of KDO, 
held at Westminster Presbyterian Church 
on Monday, May 14, 2012. Carol Jean 
Fraase provided our delicious luncheon. 
Grateful Daughters was the hostess 
circle guided by Mary Lou Booker and 
Pat Shafer as well as the Annual Meeting 
Committee and Chaired by Sally Cadagin. 
One special guest being Grateful 
Daughters KD Lady – Leda Thorpe.
 President Sue Shevlin welcomed   
everyone, with the Lord’s Prayer sung by 
Linda Younkin.  This year’s grant presen-
tation was especially exciting, as we had 
$115,000 in grant awards to present to 
14 recipients. (see list on page 6-7)
 Minutes from last year’s meet-
ing were approved.  John Stremsterfer 
from the Community Foundation for the 
Land of Lincoln presented KDO’s Annual 
Financial report.  Treasurer Susan Fulks 
presented the 2011-2012 Financial report 
and the 2012-2013 Budget.  Sue gave 

her year-end  President’s report, followed 
by the recognition of Past Presidents, 25 
and 50-Year Circle members, 2011-2012 
Executive Committee, introduction of the 
2012-2013 Circle Leaders, presentation 
and election of the 2012-2013 Board of 
Directors. 
 The Slate of Officers for the 2012-
2013 year was presented by Donna Jean 
Gibney, Nominating Committee.  Upon 

(continued on page 2)

Grant recipient representatives accepted their organization certificates and grant 
distributions.

Linda Younkin, Mary A. Lawrence Circle, 
singing the “Lord’s Prayer” to begin the 
119th Annual Meeting. 
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Executive Committee
President • Teresa McElwee

First Vice President • Suzie Fessler
Second Vice President • Cindy Denby

Secretary • Susan Beard
Assistant Secretary • Sally Cadagin

Treasurer • Susan Fulks
Assistant Treasurer • Judith Barringer

Immediate Past President • Sue Shevlin

Board of Directors
Friendship

Maryann Walker
Grateful Daughters
Mary Lou Booker *

Willa Fuhrken
Pat Shafer

Joyce Freyder (Alt.)
Glenda Warren (Alt.)
Margaret Garfield
Teresa McElwee
Sally Cadagin

Shirley Bruner *
Posy Flatt(Alt.)

Naomi Fowler (Alt.)
Marjorie Post/Nightingale

Susan Beard
Joanne Roderick
Vicki McHenry

Mary A. Lawrence
 Barbara McKean

Mona Taylor *
Jone Van Winkle

Debbie Jones (Alt.)
June Paul (Alt.)

Joan Rothfuss *(Alt.)
Mary H. Blackstock

Suzie Fessler
Katie Marinelli *
Polly Spengler
Brenda Staab

Kim Collins (Alt.)
Sarah Bunn (Alt.)

Laura Carmody (Alt.)
Progress
Pat Cross

Cindy Denby*
Diana Dedrick
Susan Fulks
Bitsy Reisch

Ann Davis (Alt.)
 Carole Ficke (Alt.)
Alice Nelle (Alt.)

Willing
Sue Carroll

Judith Barringer
Mary Larson (Alt.) *
LaVerda Wenzel (Alt.)

Asterisk denotes Circle Leaders

approval of the new officers, by verbal 
voting of the newly elected Directors, 
President Shevlin  passed the gavel to 
Teresa McElwee, new President.
 In closing, a memorial service 
remembering current and former circle 

members, Ladies of the Home and em-
ployees was held with Cindy Lash as our 
instrumentalist.  A white rose was placed 
in a vase as each name was read.
 It was a very proud day to celebrate 
the change and endurance of the King’s 
Daughters Organization throughout its 
119 years!

Candy Stout, Mary H. Blackstock

KDO 119th Annual 
Corporation Meeting
(continued from cover)

Progress Circle Members, Diana Dedrick, Ann Davis, Karen Moffat, Donna Oglesby 
and Arlene Clemons welcoming Ann’s husband and guest Cullom Davis. 

 Mary Blackstock members Karen Barber, Jennifer(CFLL), Laura Carmody, Sarah Zer-
fas and Suzie Fessler hosting Jennifer Sublett of CFLL. 

KDO 2012-2013 Officers: 2nd V-P Cindy Denby, Asst. Treasurer Judith Barringer, Asst. 
Secretary Sally Cadagin, Treasurer Susan Fulks, 1st V-P Suzie Fessler, and Teresa 
McElwee President.  (Susan Beard, Secretary doing secretarial duties unfortunately 
not pictured.) 
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A Letter from the President
 Serving on the Executive Committee, 
as the First Vice President has really been 
a wonderful experience!  Being part of 
the grant process first-hand and having 
a role in the selection process for the 
awards was an honor.  
 As I think ahead to the next two years 
I am very excited about serving with the 
new slate of officers on the Executive 
Committee.  I am fortunate to have Susan 
Beard, Sally Cadagin and Susan Fulks all 
continuing in their roles for another year.  
It has been a pleasure working beside 
them this past year and I appreciate 
everything they have to offer KDO.  
 Those of you in attendance at the 
annual meeting know that Suzie Fessler, 
Cindy Denby and Judith Barringer are 
new to the Executive Committee. This is 
going to be an awesome group of women 
to work with and I look forward to putting 
our ideas in motion to benefit seniors in 
our community. 
 I appreciate the support of Sue Shev-
lin serving as Past President on the com-
mittee and am looking forward to having 
her expertise and support.  I have really 
enjoyed learning from her and being part 
of her committee these past two years.  
As President, I would like to continue 
living out our mission by supporting 
the seniors in our community through 
volunteer efforts supported by all of the 
circles of friendship.  Sue Shevlin wanted 
to grow our membership as president 
and that has really happened!  I think it 
is vital for KDO to continue to add new 
members.  We have a wonderful mem-
bership now and adding to that will bring 
new ideas, diversity and even greater 
success.  Continuing to add to the 
endowment fund is important.  Adding an 
official “Friends of Kings Daughters” title 
for those who would like to support our 
mission but may not be able to become a 
member for one reason or another is one 

idea I would like to pursue.  And last, but 
certainly not least, continue to promote 
and market KDO in our community and 
meet the organizations goal for selling 
cookbooks!  Supporting the cookbook 
committee in every way we can is im-
portant to the success of this endeavor.  I 
would like to personally thank the cook-
book committee for their literally count-
less hours of work they have contributed 
to make this idea come to reality.
 When I spoke at the annual meeting I 
mentioned one of my favorite quotes, “do 
what is right in front of you,” by Mother 
Teresa.  As President I simply want to 
continue to move King’s Daughters for-
ward, just as the past presidents before 
me, with the support of all of you and our 
community.
 

Teresa McElwee, 
Margaret Garfield Circle

Circular Staff
Cathy Schwartz, Editor

Sally Cadagin, Donna Jean Gibney, 
Sue Shevlin, Candy Stout

Diana Dedrick, 
and Maryann Walker, Writers  

Paula Ryan
and Suzie Fessler, Photographers

“We have a 
wonderful 

membership 
now and 

adding to that 
will bring new 
ideas, diversity 

and even 
greater success”

President Teresa McElwee and Past 
President Sue Shevlin sharing a hug after 
the “passing of the gavel.”
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Honoring our 
KDO Circle
Members

Twenty-Five Year 
Members

Carol Costello
Grateful Daughters

Jeannette Hassebrock
Mary A. Lawrence

Fifty - Year Members

Charlotte Brown
Grateful Daughters

Margery (Pud) Doyle
Mary H Blackstock

Susie Patton
Mary H Blackstock

Margaret Kirschner
Willing

Laverda Wenzel
Willing

In Memoriam
These friends will be missed.

 Circle Members

Evelyn “Ahbee” Robinson
a member of Mary A. Lawrence Circle

Frances M. Telsey 
a member of 

Mary H. Blackstock Circle
Arlowyne Maddox Pursell 
a member of Willing Circle

Fay E. Mathews 
a member of Willing Circle

Former Circle 
Members

Dorothy Ellen Denton Nelch 
a member of Ann Clark Circle

Cookbook Gala

Angela Parrish, Jaci Carroll and Suzie Fessler enjoying the tour of LLCC Culinary Center. 

Wanda Keil, Margaret Garfield Circle, 
enjoying a glass of wine while sampling 
appetizers from the cookbook.

 What a grand occasion with one hun-
dred twenty KDO members and guests 
getting together on Thursday evening, 
April 26th at the Culinary Kitchens area of 
the Workforce Careers Center at Lincoln 
Land Community College for the 
“Pre-Sales Gala”.
 Thank you to Qik-n-EZ and Bunn-O-
Matic for their generosity in sponsoring 
this event.   Thanks also to Jay Kitter-
man, Chef Denise and LLCC students 
for preparing several of the submitted 
recipes for guests to sample, as well as 

opening up the kitchens for all to tour.  
 By the number of cookbooks ordered 
that evening (over 500), as well as the 
noise level, we feel another evening for 
the Circles to join together was a 
smashing success!
 Our enthusiasm will continue to be 
contagious when we spread the word 
that KDO has a cookbook of members’, 
as well as local celebrities’ recipes. This 
will definitely contribute to a huge 
financial success!

Checks dated June 1st  or prior COOKBOOK 
PRICE TO MEMBERS $20;

AFTER JUNE 1st PRICE WILL BE $25 
FOR MEMBERS.

Sally  Cadagin, Margaret Garfield Circle

Teresa McElwee and Erin Weller
“assisting” a Culinary Assistant with a 
first taste.
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In Memoriam
Mary Rose Sommer 

a member of Capital Circle
Linda Louise Smith 

a member of Lincoln Circle
Norma Eileen Duncan 

a member of Lincoln Circle
Berta Cochran 

a member of  Margaret Garfield Circle
Pauline Young  

a member of Mary Vienna Esther 
Circle

Eleanor Mathis Deffenbaugh 
a member of  Nightingale Circle

Julie Anne Sutton Noonan 
a member of Progress Circle

Marilyn Robert Garvey 
a member of  Progress Circle

Dorothy Weber 
a member of  Willing Circle

Former Employees 
of the Home

Shirley May Grant
Nurse

Mary Henrietta McCord Barnes 
- Asst. Administrator KD Home

Edith “Edie” V. Campo 
- employee of home

Geraldine “Jerry” F. Clifford 
- employee of home

Billie Vuylsteke
- employee of home 

Our KDO Ladies

Lucille McHenry, 
Marjorie Post/ Nightingale Circle
Kathryn Jane “Pat” Holland, 

Margaret Garfield Circle

A Letter from the Past- President 
 It has been my pleasure to serve as Pres-
ident of the King’s Daughters Organization.  I 
can honestly say that these two years have 
flown by so fast!  I had three goals for KDO 
when I became President, and with a great 
deal of help from the Executive Board, all the 
KDO Directors, Circle Leaders, Co-Leaders, 
Circle Officers, and Committee Chairs, I think 
King’s Daughters has more than achieved 
those goals. 
 Membership has grown, our endowment 
has increased and our members are finding 
new ways to volunteer to serve the elderly 
in our community. We have welcomed 57 
new members to our Circles during the last 
two years. The “Dining with the Daughters” 
cookbook is about ready to go to print, which 
that too will help us build our endowment.  We 
are hoping with the support and help of ALL 
members we will have a BEST SELLER!  We 
even have a husband feel so strongly about 
this organization, that he honored his wife, 
who is a Progress Circle member, with a 
sizeable donation from his foundation.  What 
a thoughtful gift! 
 KDO members are wonderful volunteers!   
Many members are personal shoppers, some 
make visits with our KD Ladies, and others 
deliver meals.  We have our monthly Bingo, 
volunteers at the Abraham Lincoln Museum 
and other Lincoln sites.  We have members 
who have served as guardians on the WW II 
Honor Flights, and we even had our very own 
“envoy” go to Washington D.C. to help deco-
rate the White House, for Christmas. There are 
so many  who do so much  behind the scenes 
working for KDO.  Donna Jean Gibney keeping  
track of our membership database, Bylaws, 
and Standing Rules.  Cathy Schwartz, Editor 
of  the King’s Daughters Circular which is 
printed three times a year.  Katie Marinell and 
Cathy Schwartz, Co-Chairing the Cookbook 
Committee.  Barbara Archer compiling and 
organizing all of KDO historical documents.  
So many different ways, our members donate 
their time to volunteering.
 On April 26th, KDO hosted a Dining with 
the Daughters Cookbook Gala.  The Cookbook 

Committee has collected, tested, retested, 
recruited testers, written and rewritten recipes 
for almost 3 years.  This is such a committed 
group of women that they have been meet-
ing once or twice a week. That is dedication! 
The Gala was a huge success with about 120 
people in attendance.  A special thanks to 
Bunn-O-Matic and Qik-n-EZ for their 
sponsorship of this event.
 We had a very successful Dining with 
the Daughters Benefit, in the fall, raising more 
than $27,000.00.  We also had a great deal 
of useful items left over so Cindy Denby 
and Judy Oxtoby came up with the idea of 
an After Benefit Sale, which along with the 
Benefit, raised a little over $28,000.00. If you 
missed the Dining With the Daughters Benefit 
last year, you have a chance to attend Dining 
with the Daughters...Again.  So, mark your 
calendar for October 29th , and join all the 
Circles as we work together to make this 
year’s Benefit a success.
 The King’s Daughter Crown is now legally 
our logo.  Eldon Stromberg designed it years 
ago, and this year was finally compensated.  
Thanks in large part to Roland Cross, an 
attorney, and son of Pat Cross, for filing all the 
legal papers registering the logo.
 Our KDO Advisory Board met last August 
with main discussion being the Annual Fund 
Drive, which traditionally begins immediately 
following the Annual Meeting.  This year the 
Board suggested a letter writing campaign 
to help promote funds from outside KDO 
members.  Bev Neisler, an Advisory Board 
member, has written a sample letter that we 
hope members will use in their letters to fam-
ily or friends.  Packets are available by calling 
Judith Barringer 546-0018 or email her at 
Laurel29@me.com.
 We welcomed in new President, Teresa 
McElwee, on May 14th, who has set her goals 
for KDO.   Thank you all for the support you 
have given me, as well as your support for 
Teresa, as we continue to write the history of 
King’s Daughters in Springfield.

Sue Shevlin, Progress Circle
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KDO Awards $115,000 for Seniors! 
 What an honor it was during our 
119th Annual Corporation Meeting to 
present fourteen organizations with fund-
ing to benefit seniors in our community.  
Imagine if someone would have suggest-
ed during that first meeting that someday 
King’s Daughters would be in the position 
to give away $115,000 at one time!  
 I would like to thank the 2012 
Grants Committee for their time and very 
thoughtful decisions during the selection 
process: Karen Barber-Mary H. Black-
stock, Judith Barringer-Willing, Shirley 
Bruner-Margaret Garfield, Kelli Harting-
Grateful Daughters, Maureen Marker-
Friendship, Pat Cross-Progress, Amy 
Roderick-Marjorie Post/Nightingale, Mona 
Taylor-Mary A. Lawrence.  Thanks and 
appreciation also goes to the Community 
Foundation for the Land of Lincoln, espe-
cially Jennifer Sublett, for their guidance 
and expertise.

American Red Cross Illinois Capital 
Area Chapter ............................ $12,000
Support the work of the Meals on Wheels 
program. These funds make it possible to 
offer free and discounted special dietary 
meals to seniors.

Catholic Charities of 
Springfield ............................... $10,000
Funds to provide emergency assistance 
to seniors for food assistance, rent and 
utility assistance, assistance with medi-
cal co-pays and prescriptions.

Comfort Living And 
Associates ................................. $4,200
Funding to strengthen its existing heating 
& cooling assistance program that pro-
vides low-income seniors with support 
for emergency utility costs.

Contact Ministries .................... $12,000
Funding will provide emergency prescrip-
tions to senior clients for medication that 
many are unable to afford and would 
otherwise have to do without. 

Greater All Nations Tabernacle Church 
of God in Christ .......................... $4,800
Funds to enhance the monthly senior 
lunchbox presentations with information, 
services or programs that are beneficial 
to seniors, as a part of the Health Minis-
try. Monthly programs include speakers, 
lunch and activities. 

Illinois Symphony Orchestra ...... $6,000
Create a free concert series especially for 
senior citizens in Sangamon County who 
are not able attend regular symphony 
performances.  

Land of Lincoln Honor 
Flight ........................................ $10,000
Cover the costs of a one-day trip to 
Washington, DC for World War II veter-
ans to visit the memorials honoring their 
service & sacrifice.

Loami Area Community 
Pantry ........................................ $4,000
Funding to purchase items for seniors 
that are not routinely available at the food 
pantry.  

Senior Services of Central 
Illinois, Inc. .............................. $15,000
Funds to fulfill emergency senior re-
quests, provide meals to seniors in need, 
and ensure the physical wellness of the 
seniors in our community. 

Mark Your 
Calendars

Progress Benefit 
Collection Coffee

September 11, 2012, 
from 9:00 to 11:00 AM

Babs Dickerman’s Townhouse 
Condominiums

710 South 7th Street,
1st floor Colonnade room  

Quality items welcomed: China & 
Crystal, Jewelry, Linens, Silver, 

Antiques, craft items, and special 
Silent Auction donations accepted

Progress Circle of 
the King’s 
Daughters 

Organization
66th Annual Benefit 

Dining with the 
Daughters…Again

Monday October 29th

Crowne Plaza Hotel

New Members

A warm welcome to new members:

Terri Hempstead, Progress Circle 
and 

Judy Hiler, Margaret Garfield Circle

continued on page 7
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Springfield Arc., Inc 
(Sparc) ..................................... $12,000
Funding for furnishings at Sparc’s Senior 
Center that are designed for individuals 
with special needs and will benefit the 
seniors for years to come. 

Springfield Municipal Opera 
Association (The Muni) .............. $3,000
Funds will allow seniors to attend shows 
when they are no longer able to drive 
and/or may not be able to afford the cost 
of ticket/transportation/refreshments. 

Springfield Park District ............. $3,000
Funds to expand a pickleball court and 
league designed to assist seniors to more 
effectively lead an active and healthy 
lifestyle.

How will they spend the grant money?  
SPARC
 When asked how the 
KDO grant money would 
be spent, the excitement 
was evident.  Molly 
Chapman and Angie 
Keefner Greiser kept 
pinching themselves to 
think about the ideas 
that seemed unreach-
able just a few months 
ago.  SPARC will receive $12,000 this 
year in grant money.  They explained their 
anxiety while waiting to hear the results 
of their application.   They envisioned 
refurbishing the two rooms in the senior 
program with quality, sturdy, solid furni-
ture; they did not want to settle for less.  
This grant will make it possible.  The 
furniture (tables, chairs, loveseats) will 
come from a company called Block-
house, which specializes in this solid 
wood furniture.  This will be a long-term 
investment, as the furniture is capable of 
being reupholstered, when needed, in the 
future.  These tables will allow the people 
who use wheelchairs to be able to eat 
and do activities with much more ease.  
The chairs are very sturdy and will allow 

the user to use their hands to assist them 
in getting up and down in the chair.  
 Last year SPARC used the KDO grant 
money for Assistive Technology in the 
2 restrooms in the senior program area, 
focusing on accessibility issues.
 Both Molly and Angie said that the 
best part of these improvements is the 
attitude of the people—not only the 30 
people in the senior program, but also 
the staff at SPARC.  It is uplifting to have 
an environment that is user-friendly and 
attractive!

Candy Stout, Mary H. Blackstock

The Parent Place ........................ $9,000
Services to grandparents raising grand-
children including crisis intervention, 
monthly support group meetings, respite, 
and educational topics/speakers.

The Salvation Army .................. $10,000
Assist clients in Sangamon County with 
the increased cost of prescriptions to 
prevent seniors from skipping their pre-
scriptions and causing further illness. 

Teresa McElwee, 2012 Grants Committee 
Chair

KDO Gifts
(Gifts from March 15, 2012 thru 

May 15, 2012)

In memory of Elise Arnold’s mother, 
Marjorie Berard, and

In memory of 
Maryann Walker’s father-in-law, 

Thomas Walker
Friendship Circle

In memory of Faye Mathews
Willing Circle

In memory of Circle member Eleanor 
Deffenbaugh

Marjorie Post-Nightingale Circle

In honor of Audrey Roesch
A&E Breakfast Club

In honor of Art Spiegel and
In memory of Charlie L. Lee

Marjorie Post-Nightingale Circle and 
Marshall and Helen McDonald

 
In memory of Kathryn “Pat” Holland 

and Ted & Lois Glatz
Margaret Garfield Circle

In memory of  C. Bryant “Bim” Flatt
by Diana Dedrick and

Sue Shevlin

Gifts have been made to the 
Annual Fund Drive

by Helen Evenson and
Willa Fuhrken

 

Angie Keefner-Grieser and Molly Chap-
man accepting their KDO grant on behalf 
of SPARC. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Dining with the Daughters…Again! 66th Annual Progress Circle Benefit

Monday, October 29, 2012 • 10:30 AM - 2:00 PM • Crowne Plaza Hotel, Springfield, Illinois

 Mark your calendars today for the 
upcoming Progress Circle of the King’s 
Daughters Organization 66th Annual 
Benefit to be held Monday October 29th at 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Springfield. The  
2012 committee chairs are gearing up 
for another wonderful event. The benefit 
continues with Marketplace, luncheon and 
a style show. The theme for this year’s 
event will be Dining with the Daughters…
Again, as we celebrate the tradition and 
finalization of the keepsake cookbook.
 The event chairs and I need your 
help to make this a success once again!  
The contribution of members from ALL 
circles is not only welcomed and strongly 
encouraged, but most certainly needed.  
How can you help?  Sign up to serve on a 

Benefit Committee, donate items for sale 
or for auction, solicit Silent Auction dona-
tions from your favorite businesses, be 
an Event Sponsor, or donate baked goods 
for sale the day of the event.  There is 
something to fit every interest and ability 
... the more who are involved, the greater 
our success.
 Babs Dickerman has graciously 
offered to host the COLLECTION COF-
FEE at her new home at Townhouse 
Condominiums, 710 South 7th Street, 
in the Colonnade room on the first floor.  
The Collection is scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 11, 2012, from 9:00 to 11:00 
AM.  Quality items in excellent condition 
are welcomed for the following categories: 
China & Crystal, Jewelry, Linens, Silver & 

Antiques.  Don’t forget to bring craft items 
for Marketplace or those special Silent 
Auction donations you have collected.  
The Collection Coffee will also be your 
first opportunity to purchase Event tickets 
... unless you have chosen to be an Event 
Sponsor and qualify for priority tickets.  
Last year, tickets were in high demand so 
take advantage of this opportunity to help 
yourself while you help the cause.  You 
may contact Susan Ruehling at zigilous@
hotmail.com or 670-2126.
 Don’t forget to mark your calendar for 
the Collection Coffee, September 11th, 
and for the Benefit, October 29th, and let 
the excitement begin…Again!

Susan Ruehling


